If you would like any further information please 
contact the Director of Music

Jonathan Holmes, MA (Oxon), B.Mus, FRCO, ARCM Directorofmusic@stmarysewell.com  (020 8393 5434)

or the Parish Office
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www.stmarysewell.com/music

The Revd Russell Dewhurst  MPhys BTh LLM

Vicar of Ewell

St Mary the Virgin, Ewell Parish Church

London Road, Ewell

Epsom, Surrey KT17 2AQ

Tel: 020 8393 2643

St Mary the Virgin, Ewell Parish Church
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Do you know a child who likes singing?

Would they benefit from a FREE musical education?

St Mary’s Church Choir offers opportunities for youngsters from about the age of 7 upwards to learn to sing and generally develop their musical talents within a Christian environment

About the Church and Choir

St Mary’s Church in Ewell Village is well known for its long established and excellent musical tradition. A professional musician leads its choir of children, teenagers and adults. Choristers follow the Royal School of Church Music’s training scheme "Voice for Life" – new choristers begin as probationers and graduate through to being a senior chorister. In effect, they receive a free musical education.

St Mary's offers a wide range of worship from cathedral-style Choral Evensong to Christian Family Praise, in the course of which the Choir covers a broad repertoire of fine church music.
What’s involved?

The choir rehearses on Friday evenings and normally sings at two of the four services on a Sunday. Festivals such as Christmas and Easter are obviously important occasions for the choir when there are extra services and practices. The choir is also sometimes booked for weddings on Saturdays. The hard work is rewarded with a complete break in the summer, after Christmas and Easter and, for junior choristers, at half term.

Friday evenings start at 6.00pm with Junior Choir Club.  This is an enjoyable mixture of games and singing, and includes some individual tuition.  The junior choristers rehearse together more formally from 7.00pm, and then take a short break before rehearsing with the adult choristers until 8.15pm.

The Benefits

Making new friendships that last a lifetime.

All choristers of school age receive pay for services and practices and weddings they attend. It is not a great amount, but welcome ‘extra pocket money’.

The choir is occasionally invited to sing services at cathedrals when the cathedral choir is on holiday.

During a Sunday morning, young choristers can join the other children in the Church Hall at ‘Children’s Hour’ or Wayfarers for part of the service.

Extra help is on hand with aural training, music theory or performing – of considerable benefit to those learning an instrument or taking Associated Board (or similar) examinations or looking for a music scholarship (of which there are a few available at local secondary schools).

Who can join?

Any child from approximately 7 upwards. They need not be particularly proficient at singing – this can be taught – but they need to be reasonably competent at reading.

For older children, aged approximately 16 upwards, a choral Bursary scheme may be available.

Enquiries from adult singers are also welcome.  A simple audition is required.
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