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The Vicar writes
We are probably more aware than ever of the diversity of
political opinion in society. Divisions over Brexit and other
recent referendums have been added to the usual party
affiliations, and social media means than many people are
more vociferous in expressing opinions than ever. Probably
most of us have some political beliefs we hold strongly,
some things we strongly oppose, and then a whole range of
issues we aren't sure about or can see arguments of both
sides. I think that sharing opinions and learning about others' points of view is a good and constructive thing to do (if
done in a constructive way, at least!) And I don't think
anyone argues that the diversity of political opinion demonstrates that all politics must therefore be pointless and false.
But I do sometimes hear that argument about religious
belief. In other words, people sometimes say "there are so
many different religions, therefore none of them can be
true." I don't see that that follows. Rather, as with politics,
the diversity and energy of peoples' varied beliefs show that
the matters at hand are important and worth reflecting on.
"If I were going to be religious, how would I know which
religion to choose?" is another question I have heard. But I'd
suggest it is rather unusual for someone to take that path.
You might decide you want to follow football and then pick
a football team. But relatively few people decide to be
religious, and then seek out a religion. Christians tell many
different stories of coming to faith, but they don't tend to
begin, "I decided I wanted to be religious". Stories of faith
might involve growing up in the life of the church. Or there
might be an encounter that begins with a Christian friend,
with reading Scripture or some other Christian text. A story
might begin with a Christian community, a church, coming
to feel that one belongs and gradually finding faith has taken
root within one's heart. Christians are those who follow
Jesus as "the Way, the Truth, and the Life." We commit
ourselves to this Way, but that doesn't mean we deny we can
ever learn or benefit from other ways and other traditions.
So instead, I think it's a better analogy to liken Christian
faith to a marriage. In the vows at a wedding, the two people
getting married promise to love each other "forsaking all
others." We choose, because we feel this is the right path for
us; we often feel we have "fallen in love," that is, we are
making a free choice to marry but we are marrying because
Cupid's arrow struck and that was outside our conscious
control. It was love that brought us to the moment of the
wedding. We did not examine all of the possible millions (or
billions) of candidates across the globe whom we might
have married, assessed each one rigorously, and come to a
settled and logical decision. We were caught up by love, and
we are happy- ecstatic- to be able to make those vows and
forsake all others. This, I think, is true of many who get
married, and it is true of many Christians. We do not follow
Christ because we have had the chance to asses every other
philosophical worldview and religious system and found
them wanting. Rather, we have encountered the love of God
in Christ and decided, this is love, and I am going to
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SUNDAY AT ST MARY'S
0800 HOLY COMMUNION
0930 SUNG EUCHARIST
The Sunday School meets in conjunction with this service in term time.
There is coffee in the church hall between the 9.30 and 11 o’clock services
on Sunday mornings, to which all are welcome, and especially newcomers
and visitors.

LATE MORNING SERVICE varies by Sunday in the month
The usual pattern is our all-age Praise@11 on the first Sunday at 11am;
11.15am Choral Mattins on the second Sunday; 11am Toddle Up, a
short and very informal service for toddlers and their families on the third
Sunday; and 11.15am Morning Prayer with Holy Baptism on the fourth
Sunday. The pattern changes on special occasions: see the calendar on the
back page for details of this month.
1700 Second Sunday of the month ALL-IN An inclusive all-age service
with something for everyone. Followed at 6pm-6:45pm by Club Sandwich, a youth group for 7-11s.
1730 Once a month CHORAL EVENSONG Just like a cathedral Evensong in our own parish church. Usually the third Sunday but see the
calendar on the back page for details.
Occasionally there are variations from this pattern; details are given in this
paper, on the Notice Board or in the Weekly Notes available on Sundays.

ON WEEKDAYS
Morning prayer is usually said at 9 am Tuesdays, in church. See the
Weekly Notes or phone ahead to make sure. The Eucharist is celebrated
on Tuesdays at 10 am, at the Side Chapel.

THE PARISH OFFICE
Administrator:
Mrs Lynne Yuille 020 8393 2643 (Office)
Office email: parishoffice@stmarysewell.com
St Mary’s Church is in London Road, Ewell, and the Parish Office is on
the south side of the church.
The Office hours are normally 9.30-12.00 Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri, but
please check before visiting as appointments are usually needed.
The postal address is:
St Mary’s Ewell Parish Church, London Rd, Ewell, Surrey, KT17 2AY.
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All Frames made in Our Studio
Free local collection
& Delivery

www.handmadepictureframes.
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St Mary’s
Toddler
Groups
Monday afternoon and
Thursday mornings
during term time in the
church hall.
For more information:
Tel. 020 8393 4804

CAFE
NESCOT
On Tuesdays in
term time, students
from NESCOT are
serving simple lunches in our church hall
(London Rd, opposite
the church) between
12 and 2pm.
Soup, sandwiches,
salad, and cakes,
with tea, coffee, and
soft drinks.
Everyone welcome!
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respond. This is the Way, and I will follow the Way, because I am ecstatic about the chance
to do so. In Jesus Christ, we believe, we will find our life's fulfilment, creation's purpose,
grace poured out upon grace, and true love in abundance.

IN CHURCH IN AUGUST
August is a quiet month in church. There are no regular weekday services, and most of
our weekly activities have taken a holiday break. There are just two Sunday services each
week, a simple said service of Holy Communion at 8am, and then the 9:30am Sung
Eucharist. The parish choir is on holiday but we sing hymns and simple congregational
music, and for some of the weeks during August St Mary's Singers will be leading the
singing for us. Children's hour is on its summer break, but children are of course always
welcome at St Mary's, and we do have our welcome area which younger children may
appreciate during longer parts of the service.
Our bereavement café does take place this month, on Tuesday 21 August this month, in
the parish room at the back of the church because of the redecoration of the hall. Running
from 2.45-3.45, this is open to anyone who would like to chat about experiences around
bereavement in a relaxed, cafe-like atmosphere.
Sunday 26 August is the dedication festival of St Mary's, in other words the Sunday
nearest the anniversary of the church's consecration which took place when it was built in
1848. We return to a 'full' 9.30 service- with the parish choir and full serving team- for this
special festival, as we give thanks for the beautiful and sacred building in which we are
privileged to worship God.

A CAST OF THOUSANDS
Trailers for old epic films like the 1956 Ten Commandments used to boast of "A cast of
thousands". In July, there was a cast of thousands who together made the Ewell Village
Fair. First of all, I'd like to thank all those who gave their time in the committee or as a
volunteer:- only because so many people give so generously of time is the Fair possible.
And what a success it was! A beautiful day, with a wonderful atmosphere, the whole
community coming together throughout the village and especially in the grounds which we
were again grateful to use thanks to Ewell Castle School. It was great to welcome the
visiting Morris sides, and the many other acts and stalls and representatives of local groups
and charities. But I am being quite literal-minded when I call it a cast of thousands, because
it would not be the Fair without the fair-goers, the thousands who come through the gate,
have a great day out, and enable us to raise money for St Mary's church. Takings on the
day were in excess of £11,400 (including contactless payments at the beer tent for the first
time), which is a great total and testimony to the hard work and generosity of so many. The
final total (factoring in other income and expenditure) will be published in due course. The
money raised at the Fair is a significant part of our annual income that helps the maintenance of the church and churchyard and all that we do in the community.

HALL REDECORATION
The church hall is being redecorated for most of this month, so activities that usually
take place there are either moved or cancelled. Whereas usually our Wednesday coffee
morning continues through August, because of the redecoration this year it is 'on holiday'
until after the August Bank Holiday.

SUMMER SUNDAY COFFEE
For most of August, coffee following our Sunday 9.30am Eucharist will be in church. I
hope this might be an opportunity that allows some of those who aren't

Continued on page 4

To hire the
Church Hall
please contact
020 8614 0714
or visit
www.stmarysewell.com

Reliable friendly service
for all exterior and interior
household maintenance
and improvements
Free estimates given
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The Vicar Writes: continued from page 3

IN AND AROUND OUR
PARISH

usually able to get to coffee on a Sunday to stay for a few
minutes after the services for a drink and a chat. With the
slightly simpler August services we finish a few minutes
earlier so everyone should have time for a quick cuppa.
During the period Sunday coffee is in church there will
be no charge and no donations bowl- everyone should
feel very welcome and able to stay regardless of whether
they have any change on them! We hope to return to the
church hall for Sunday coffee on 26 August, St Mary's
dedication festival, after the 9.30am service, when the
Vicar will officially 're-open' the hall.

Hello again - wow, what a weekend! I cannot believe that our annual Ewell Village Fair is finished. We
were so lucky to have had such beautiful weather to
complement our fantastic fair.
August is a slightly quieter month in and around the
Parish, as the schools have broken up on holiday; so a
lot of the families are on summer holidays and many
local activities have come to an end.
For those of you who will be staying locally for the
Summer holidays - last year, we loved going for walks
along the Hogsmill (especially the stepping stones, on
a sunny day), the museum and Bourne Hall, feeding
the ducks and squirrels, Horton Park, Epsom Common, Nonsuch Park (we could get lost in the woods
and park for hours), Ewell Court and Rosebery Park.
We were amazed at how many exciting things there
were around Ewell.
The history walks are continuing over the summer including walks around South Street and Dorking
Road, The Horton Hospitals, Epsom Downs, Ewell
and there is a walk to discover Epsom's oldest road.
For more information contact David Brooks at the
Bourne Hall Museum.
Hope that you have a wonderful August and I will
be in touch again in September.
If you have any local news or events that you would
like to share, please contact me on :
publicity@stmarysewell.com
Kalli Pasqualucci

LOOKING AHEAD: 2 SEPTEMBER
On 2 September, our parish choir are singing services
at Chichester Cathedral. All supporters from Ewell are
most welcome to join us there at the Cathedral. Chichester is a great place for a day out, and is a wonderful
cathedral to visit. The choir is singing 10am Choral
Mattins, 11am Sung Eucharist, 3.30pm Choral Evensong.
Meanwhile, back at home on Sunday 2 September, our
usual 8am and 9.30am services will be followed by a
special Praise@11 all-age service of Book Bag Blessing.
This is a service to mark the beginning of the new
academic year and school term: everyone is invited to
bring their school bag, book bag, or other bag (rucksack,
handbag, work bag) to be blessed at a time of new
beginnings. It starts at 11am and all are most welcome.
Your friend and Parish Priest
Russell Dewhurst

MONEY MATTERS Financial Summary
The deficit for the six months is £3,103 lower than the
budget but £228 more than the previous year.
Income is £1,129 higher than budget. When comparing to last year, income is £2,318 higher. Voluntary
income is lower than last year by £1,423 but this is more
than offset by higher fees from weddings and funerals,
the rental income from the playing field and interest
earned on deposits.
Expenditure is £1,974 less than budget. There are
some small underspends but these are expected to be

6 months to 30 June 2018

mainly timing differences. Costs are £2,546 higher than
last year. The main increase is due to the parish share
which is £1,536 more.
The above figures are the normal running expenses
and income for the church. They exclude legacies and
monies spent on capital and pastoral projects funded
from legacies given in previous years.
The Vicar and the PCC extend their thanks to you all,
for your ongoing support to St Mary's
Angela and Noel Burns, Treasurers

Actual 6 months
2018

Budget 6 months
2018

Variance actual v
budget 6 months
2018

Actual 6 months
2017

Effect on Reserves
6 months 2018

Incoming Resources

£55,134

£54,005

£1,129

£52,816

£2,318

Resources Expended

£72,258

£74,232

£1,974

£69,712

-£2,546

Net Incoming/Outgoing
Resources

-£17,124

-£20,227

£3,103

-£16,896

-£228
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Dear Father,
Let us desire for others all that we desire for
ourselves
Let us judge others the way we judge ourselves
Let us look for what will help everybody
Not just that which will help ourselves
Let us let everything else go by
And lend our ears and eyes
To helping you look over mankind
Let us remember that more things are wrought
by prayer than this world dreams of
Let us deny ourselves and take up our crosses and
follow you.

TOM O’SULLIVAN DECORATING

Family business, quality decorating
Checkatrade member since 1999
Quality interior and exterior decoration
Reliable, qualified, insured and CRB checked
Full work history at:

www.checkatrade.com/tomosullivan
Tel: Home - 0208 337 3942(evenings)
Mobile - 07790 459784

Ere thou sleepest, gently lay
Every troubled thought away.
Put off worry and distress
As thou puttest off thy dress.
Drop thy worry and thy care
In the quiet arms of prayer
Lord, thou knowest how I live;
All I've done amiss, forgive;
All the good I've tried to do
Hallow, bless and carry through.
All I love in safety keep
While, in Thee I fall asleep.

O God, the giver of all good gifts, I thank thee for all
the many blessings such as friendship, home life,
health. Give me a contented mind, a cheerful heart, a
steady will, that I may spend and be spent in the
service of others, after the examples of Him who gave
His life a ransom for many, our Lord and Master,
Jesus Christ.
Whenever we are called to serve you, Lord,
Whenever fires rage, or folk are trapped,
Give us strength to save a life, whoever it may be.
Help us to rescue a little child before it is too late,
Or to save an older person too frail to escape.
Enable us to be present and hear the weakest cry
Or quickly and efficiently put fires out.
We want to fill our calling, Lord,
To serve our neighbours in their need.
If one of us should fall or lose our life,
Then bless with your all-embracing love
Those who are dearest to us.
We ask all this trusting in Jesus Christ. Amen

You are God and we praise you;
You are the Lord and we acclaim you,
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim sing in endless praise
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God Of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
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SUE’S ANNIVERSARY

There is an exciting programme for this year’s Day
For All, entitled “Creatures Great and Small.” Among
the animals to be seen will be ‘Pets as Therapy’. Pets,
especially dogs, that through their calm and gentle nature help bring pleasure to those who may be in a Care
Home and no longer able to have their own pets around
them now or who are in hospital. Mr. Kenwood will
bring his owls and will be pleased to chat to you about
them. Try your hand at making a Bug Hotel to put in
your garden for the small creatures that are very important to our plants. The photo competition this year will
follow the theme of Creatures Great and Small. Pick up
an entry form from church and have a go. A free soup
lunch will be served between 12.30 -1.30.
For more information, please see the advert above.
Leaflets giving you all the details that you need to know
will be available in church and from September, in the
Ewell Village shops.
DB

DATA PROTECTION & OLD
COMMITTEE MINUTES
As part of our data protection activities, we have reviewed our policies and procedures. As a consequence, we
ask former committee members not to retain old minutes
of church committees. Computer stored copies should be
deleted please, and paper copies destroyed.
Thank you

It was a great joy for our church to mark the Revd Sue
Ayling’s 20th anniversary of ordination on 8 July this year.
We welcomed many of Sue’s friends and parishioners from
her former churches to our 9.30 Eucharist, at which Sue was
the celebrant. The choir sang some of Sue’s favourite pieces
of choral music including Stainer’s “God so loved the world”
and Fauré’s “Cantique de Jean Racine”. The Vicar’s sermon
drew a parallel between the role of a Priest at the Eucharist
and the role of the poet writing a sonnet, and gave thanks for
the way that Sue’s ministry helps us all find God in our lives.
After the service Sue invited everyone to the Church Hall
for refreshments.
RD

SPRING MARKET

HM writes: I thoroughly enjoyed helping with plants again
this Spring Market. It's a great way to meet other people and
feel like you're giving something back. My children also
loved the opportunity to spend some pocket money on the
delicious cakes and the bric a brac. We will certainly be there
next year.
(Note: the Spring Market this year raised £600 towards the
running costs for Ewell Village Fair)
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FROM THE PARISH
REGISTERS

HOPE

HOLY BAPTISM
A member of Christ, the child of God
(BCP Baptism rite)
Emily Hall
Molly
24 June
Harley Chase Hitching
Poppy MacCuish
Victoria Louise Hamilton
10 July
Nigel Simpson

HOLY MATRIMONY
9 June
22 June
30 June

'Till death us do part
Jason Pillay and Christina Jane Chubb
Christopher James Wright and
Antonella Francesca Pasini Vallejos
Thomas Michael Nicholas Collins and
Eleanor Elizabeth Cowlard

FUNERALS
And now, Lord, what is my hope?
Truly my hope is even in thee
(Psalm 39, used in the BCP Burial rite)
15 June
28 June
2 July
16 July
18 July

Richard Anthony Relf, aged 92
Sheila Stiles, aged 86
Thomas Morris Hornby Scott,
aged 97
Mary Pledge, aged 97
Jean Parmiter, aged 88

STOP
PRESS
The sun shone brightly on this year’s Ewell
Village Fair, held on 14 July. There were 1436
adults through the gates plus their children (who
had free admission). At the time of writing, the
income on the day of the fair was in excess of a
very healthy £11,400.
Very many thanks to all who attended, all who
helped on the day and those who worked so hard
before and afterwards to set up and dismantle the
stalls, sideshows and arenas on a very hot day.
Finally a special thanks to the fair committee
who planned it all in advance and made sure that it
all came together on the day. Could you help by
joining the committee that will be planning EVF
2019?

HOPE is the annual free, family event put on by
Churches Together in Ewell in the grounds of Bourne
Hall. This year, St Mary’s again contributed a stall with
garden games: giant Jenga, giant Connect 4, and Mölkky.
Things started slowly as 24 June was the date of an
England World Cup game. Once the football had finished
however, lots and lots of people started to arrive. All of
our games were in constant use, with queues… we’ll have
to bring more next year!
RD

THANK YOU
Kathy and Rosie would like to thank everyone
who came to Mum's (Barbara Cannon’s) funeral.
Mum had requested donations to St Mary's instead of flowers and a total of £465 was donated. Thank you.
We would like to thank everyone for their love
and support at the funeral and apologise to anyone we did not get a chance to speak to on the
day. Kathy says ”Living so far away there are a
lot of Mum’s friends I have not met before and it
was lovely to speak on the phone or to meet so
many of Mum's friends from her church family.”
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SUMMER SERENADE at St Mary’s – 30 June

Sarah Holmes, Matthew Burgess, Simon Gregory and
Jonathan Holmes are all familiar faces at St. Mary’s.
They presented a programme of music by Brahms,
Humperdinck, Tchaikovsky and Gershwin among others
and included some duets for piano and organ.

spent most of his life abroad; in this piece he makes use
of characteristic Hungarian motifs: a ‘verbunkos’ theme
(dark-sounding, dotted rhythms) to start with, leading
into what is called a ‘csárdás’, a dance comprising an
alternation of slow and fast music.

We had to wait for piano and organ however. First off,
appropriately, an overture. Now when I was sitting my
GCE A-Level in Music I
used to spend many hours
poring over maps of Germany looking for Breslau. For it
was the University of this
city which, in 1880, awarded
the German composer Johannes Brahms an honorary doctorate in Philosophy. Brahms
had always been acutely conscious of his lack of education, especially when his
friends had all spent time at a university (although not
necessarily studying music: Schumann started out as a
lawyer). It therefore came as a surprise for Brahms to
receive news of his honorary – without sitting an examination – degree. As a gesture of thanks he composed the
Academic Festival Overture, and for this we heard the
magnificent sound of 8 hands on 2 grand pianos.

Not Liszt but Tchaikovsky brought us to the interval.
Eight hands on two pianos played an arrangement made
by the composer himself of
the Serenade for Strings
(1880). Splendid piece in
which the introductory andante theme is repeated at
the close thus rounding off
the work neatly.

Two hands on one piano came next, in George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” (1924). This work established
the composer’s reputation.

The original Engelbert
Humperdinck was a German conductor and composer who is best known
nowadays for his fairy-tale
opera Hänsel und Gretel the Overture to which we
heard arranged for two pianos. A more modern composer is the Canadian Denis Bédard, born in 1950 and
whose music is sometimes heard at church. In Duet
Suite we heard piano and organ again in music of a
highly approachable style. There are five short movements. Next we heard Gershwin again, the Porgy and
Bess Fantasy by Percy Grainger, an arrangement for 4
hands on 2 pianos of music from the opera. Lastly, two
short contrasting pieces: the Tritsch-Tratsch Polka
(1858) by Johann Strauss the Second, and, lastly, Jack
Fina’s Bumble Boogie based on ‘Flight of the Bumblebee’.

Alexandre Luigini is largely forgotten as a composer
apart from one work, the Ballet Egyptien (1875). The
music for this may be familiar to some from the musicFinally, readers may like to know that my youthful
hall act of Wilson, Keppel and Betty as well as, to
searches for Breslau were rewarded when it turned out
television viewers, in the Two Ronnies.
Now for the long-awaited piano and organ duet. Fer- that is the German name for the Polish city of Wroclaw.
encz Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2 sounded wonderfully sonorous. Liszt was born in Hungary although

TT
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BEREAVEMENT
CAFE
Losing someone you love can turn
your world upside down
Talking about it helps
Third Tuesday each month
2:45pm–3:45pm
St Mary’s Church Hall (opposite
church on London Road)
Tel 0208 393 2643
Open to all: just turn up

“Bespoke Marketing & An Excellent Service That you & your
Home Deserve”

All roofing and guttering repairs

Please contact us for a free consultation and valuation of your property

30 years experience covering
Worcester Park and close by

0208 393 7275

mark@markanthonyestateagents.co.uk

28 High Street Ewell Village KT17 1RW

Valleys, Bays etc.
All new work guaranteed
Free estimates
Special rates to O.A.P.s

J L Hellings & Son
Tel: 020 8788 1459
100 Kingsmead Avenue

ALFRED & EWART LONGHURST
FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS
m A complete, caring professional service
m Estimates and advice freely given for funerals and memorials
m Flexible pre-paid funeral plan - details on request

21-23, KINGSTON ROAD, EWELL

020 8393 1077
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Calendar for
August
S 5

S 12

T 16
S 19

T 21
S 26

TRINITY 10
0800 Holy Communion
0930 Sung Eucharist
TRINITY 11
0800 Holy Communion
0930 Sung Eucharist
1000 Communion taken to 'The Old House'
TRINITY 12
0800 Holy Communion
0930 Sung Eucharist
1445-1545 Bereavement Café in the Parish
Room
DEDICATION FESTIVAL
0800 Holy Communion
0930 Sung Eucharist

FEE MORNINGS

WE MEET EVERY WEDNESDAY
FROM 10.30 am – 12 noon
DO COME AND JOIN US

Improving homes inside and out

Oakdene Home Services
Home Maintenance
Painting & Decorating, Gardening & General DIY

Roger Phillips
TELEPHONE:
EMAIL:

07831 663 323
oakdenehomeservices@gmail.com

HANDEL’S MESSIAH
at St Mary’s on Saturday 6 October
Following the success of the Fauré Requiem from
scratch last year, sung by St Mary’s Choir with singers
from local choral societies, we cordially invite you to
participate in this year’s Messiah performance

Notice
Because of redecoration the
Church Hall will be closed for
most of August.
The Bereavement Café on Tuesday 21 August has been moved to
the Parish Room

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR

Black & White
DINNER

TIMETABLE FOR THE DAY
Ÿ Registration 2.45pm in Parish Room (please
come to the back door of the church)
Ÿ Rehearse from 3.00pm in church
Ÿ Break at 4.00pm for tea and cake
Ÿ Rehearse again from 4.30pm
Ÿ 6pm make own arrangements for supper
Ÿ Various restaurants within easy reach or picnic in the Parish Room
Ÿ Assemble in Parish Room at 7.20pm
Ÿ Concert at 7.30pm
The price is £8 for performers. Music will be provided. We will be using the OUP edition but any
edition is acceptable. Audience tickets £8 on the
door or £7 from Eventbrite
Dress Code will be all black (open-neck shirt and
trousers/dress/skirt) DJs not necessary

The next church dinner will have a black and
white theme and will be held in the (by then) redecorated church hall on Saturday 1 December.

More details at www.stmarysewell.com
Please pass the word on to any other singers you
know who might be interested

Three course meal and entertainment.
Tickets £10 on sale from mid-October.
All advertising enquiries to 020 8393 3507

Jonathan Holmes, Director of Music
Email: directorofmusic@stmarysewell.com
Mobile:07825 041427

