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The Vicar writes
Website: www.stmarysewell.com

As of writing I have carried out my first duties as Mayor's
chaplain during the current Mayoral year. I was Mayor's
chaplain a few years ago when Councillor George Crawford
was Mayor of Epsom and Ewell, and I was honoured to be
asked again by Councillor John Beckett to be his chaplain this
year.
Not every council continues the role of Mayor's chaplain,
but I think it is a valued one in our Borough. It's an honorary
position, and the duties are quite varied. I lead prayers before
Council meetings, assist and support the Mayor as required,
and lead various services and ceremonies. An example of this
was the Fly the Flag ceremony for Armed Forces Week in
Epsom town centre. This is part of the Borough's honouring of
the work carried out by the armed forces. As chaplain I MC'd
the occasion and led prayers.
On Sunday 30 June we held a Civic Service of Dedication
for the Councillor John Beckett's Mayoral Year at St Mary's.
A number of Councillors, along with Mayors from across
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SUNDAY AT ST MARY'S
0800 HOLY COMMUNION
0930 SUNG EUCHARIST
The Sunday School meets in conjunction with this service in term time.
There is coffee in the church hall between the 9.30 and 11 o’clock services
on Sunday mornings. All are welcome, especially newcomers and visitors.

LATE MORNING SERVICE varies by Sunday in the month

Surrey, attended the service, and John was also supported by
many families and friends. I knew from previous conversations with John that he and I shared a love of Star Wars, so I
used a few lines of dialogue from the 1983 film "Return of the
Jedi". In the film, the evil Emperor Palpatine tells the hero,
Luke, that faith in his friends is his weakness. I argued that
faith in our friends is in fact the great strength of local community. Some lines from the sermon
"John, as you travel around the Borough as Mayor, you will
be meeting many groups who accomplish great things because
of faith in their friends. Because they know together, they can
do much more. Charities, local businesses, churches, organizations, teams, schools, hospitals, societies, groups of every
kind: they all rely on one another to achieve their aims. They
all display faith in their friends, in their colleagues, in their
neighbours. Together, they make our Borough what it is."
It seems to me that the Mayor's most important role is to
visit as many of these various groups and organizations as he
can, to mark the wonderful contribution they each make to our
common life. If I can play a small part in supporting the
Mayor's work, it's something I am glad to do. I am also very
grateful to those at St Mary's who help me to free up the time
to make the work of Mayor's chaplain possible.

The usual pattern is our all-age Praise@11 on the first Sunday at 11am;
11.15am Choral Mattins on the second Sunday; 11am Toddle Up, a
short and very informal service for toddlers and their families on the third
Sunday; and 11.15am Morning Prayer with Holy Baptism on the fourth
Sunday. The pattern changes on special occasions: see the calendar on the
back page for details of this month.
1700 Second Sunday of the month ALL-IN An inclusive all-age service
with something for everyone. Followed at 6pm-6:45pm by Club Sandwich, a youth group for 7-11s.
1730 Once a month CHORAL EVENSONG Just like a cathedral Evensong in our own parish church. Usually the third Sunday but see the
calendar on the back page for details.
Occasionally there are variations from this pattern; details are given in this
paper, on the Notice Board or in the Weekly Notes available on Sundays.

ON WEEKDAYS
Morning prayer is usually said at 9 am Tuesdays, in church. See the
Weekly Notes or phone ahead to make sure. The Eucharist is celebrated
on Tuesdays at 10 am, at the Side Chapel.

THE PARISH OFFICE
Administrator:
Mrs Lynne Yuille 020 8393 2643 (Office)
Office email: parishoffice@stmarysewell.com
The postal address is:
St Mary’s Ewell Parish Church, London Rd, Ewell, Surrey, KT17 2AY.
The Parish Office is on the south side of the church.
The Office hours are normally 9.30-12.00 Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri, but
please check before visiting as appointments are usually needed.
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HOPE
It was good to take part in Hope again this
year in Bourne Hall grounds. This annual
event is organized by Churches Together in
Ewell, and is a free event for all ages. We
were fortunate to enjoy good weather, and
stalls were put on by local churches and
Christians groups offering games, entertainment, music, food, and drink. St Mary's
again contributed a games tent with Molkky,
Giant Jenga, and Giant Connect 4, which
was well attended. Many thanks to all those
who manned the tent during the afternoon.

With this
voucher

M: 07748 712133
25 The Headway
Ewell Village
www.handmadepictureframes.jigsy.com

WELCOME TO CANON MARGARET MARSH AND CHARLIE

St Mary’s
Toddler
Groups
Monday afternoon and
Thursday mornings
during term time in the
church hall.
For more information:
Tel. 020 8393 4804

CAFE
NESCOT
On Tuesdays in
term time, students
from NESCOT are
serving simple lunches in our church hall
(London Rd, opposite
the church) between
12 and 2pm.
Soup, sandwiches,
salad, and cakes,
with tea, coffee, and
soft drinks.
Everyone welcome!

On Sunday 7 July, we welcomed Canon Margaret Marsh to our ministry team, and, along with
her husband Charlie, to our parish family. At the
9:30am Sung Eucharist Maggie acted as deacon,
reading the gospel and assisting in the distribution
of Holy Communion. She also read the Declaration of Assent, the formal statement of the Church
of England's doctrine which clergy recite on ordination and on taking up a new post. Maggie
thanked the congregation for their welcome so far
and said how much she was looking forward to
getting to know everyone over the weeks and
months ahead.

IN CHURCH IN AUGUST
Church is quiet during August. On Sundays we have our two main services, 8am Holy
Communion, and 9:30am Sung Eucharist. There is no choir and no children's hour at 9:30am,
but otherwise the service is as normal with hymns, a sermon, Holy Communion, and followed
by coffee in the hall.
We don't have regular weekday services during August (i.e. no Tuesday 10am Holy Communion), or children's activities. The Wednesday Coffee Morning and the Bereavement Café
continue as normal.
At the end of August our parish choir are singing the services at Liverpool Cathedral: an
invitation showing that the choir's reputation continues to spread! Liverpool is some distance
from Ewell, but all supporters are welcome: 30 Aug 5:30pm Evensong, 31 Aug 5:30pm
Evensong, 1 Sep 10:30am Sung Eucharist and 3pm Evensong.
Looking ahead to the start of September, on Sunday 1 September there will be an all-age
Praise@11 service of Book Bag Blessing. Children are invited to bring their school bags to be
blessed for the new term ahead (and grown ups are very welcome to bring briefcases, work
bags, handbags, or shopping bags too!). Please also put in your diary Sunday 8 September, our
patronal festival, when the Bishop of Guildford is making his first visit to our parish. The Sung
Eucharist will be 10am on that day, and children's hour returns at that service too.
Your friend and Parish Priest
Russell Dewhurst

To hire the Church Hall
please contact
020 8614 0714
or visit our website
www.stmarysewell.com
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A QUESTION
Where might you learn about the wildlife
rescue centre in Leatherhead, make a bird
feeder, discover the intricacies of wool spinning, have face painting, pat a dog, take some
gentle exercise and make a prayer all in one
afternoon and all for free?
The answer is at St Mary’s ‘A Day for All’ on Saturday 21 September! So come along on the day and bring
family and friends. There will be something for everyone – and it’s all free, apart from the fish and chips! So
come and enjoy a day of activity, entertainment and
discovery. This year you’ll have the opportunity to vote
for your favourite photo. The full timetable for the day
will be in September’s EPN.
In the meantime, think of any photos you’d like to
submit (up to three). The theme of the day is ‘More
Creatures Great and Small’ so pets, animals in the
world, insects, birds and fish are all possible topics.
Details about how to submit your photo(s) electronically
will be in next month’s EPN.
Any questions to Sue Ayling on 020 8337 6347 or at
assistantpriest@stmarysewell.com.

A NEW ECO-GROUP
AT ST MARY’S!
Six members of St Mary’s are forming an ‘eco-group’
to consider what we might do as a church to better care
for God’s creation. Our first meeting is at 3pm on Friday
26 July. If you have any thought or ideas you’d like
to feed in please get in touch with the Reverend Sue
Ayling on 020 8337 6347 or
assistantpriest@stmarysewell.com.
Action you can take
yourself during August
and September is to
save any 500ml plastic
water bottles you have to
use and put them in the
large red carrier bag at
the back of church. One
of the activities at ‘A
Day for All’ on 21 September (see this page)
will be making bird feeders and the small plastic bottles
will be re-cycled in a way that considers and nurtures
God’s creation. Any questions to Wendy Varney on 020
8393 5212.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY SIX MONTHS TO 30/06/2019
The deficit for the six months is £5,029 less than the
budget but £4,322 more than the previous year.
Income is £4,278 better than budget and £3,365 higher
than last year. The main reason is that we have received
grants of £3,541 ( VAT reclaims of £2,491 and grants for
bell repairs of £1,050) . These grants offset costs which
are included in expenditure. Fees from weddings and
funerals are higher than budget and 2018 but hire of the
hall is lower. Planned giving and collections are both
lower than budget and last year.
Compared to budget expenditure is £751 lower. We
have incurred unbudgeted costs on the VAT on organ
repairs and a new computer for data protection purposes
but these have been fully recovered by grants and
donations. Church and hall maintenance, music dept
costs and upkeep of services have all been lower although training costs are higher. There are a number of

other variances but these are expected to be just timing
differences.
Compared to last year expenditure is £7,687 higher
due to higher costs on the parish share, churchyard re the
restoration of children's monuments, publicity welcome
packs and pastoral training course slightly offset by
lower maintenance costs. We have also incurred additional costs this year on the organ, bells and new office
computer. These latter three have been recovered in
grants and donations.
The above figures are the normal running expenses
and income for the church. They exclude legacies and
monies spent on capital and pastoral projects funded
from legacies given in previous years.
The Vicar and the PCC extend their thanks to you all,
for your ongoing support to St Mary's.
Angela and Noel Burns, Treasurers

Actuals 6 months
2019

Budget 6 months
2019

Variance 6
months 2019

Actuals 6 months Effect on Reserves
2018
6 months 2019

Incoming Resources

£58,499

£54,221

£4,278

£55,134

£3,365

Resources Expended

£79,945

£80,696

£751

£72,528

-£7,587

Net Incoming/Outgoing
Resources

-£21,446

-£26,475

£5,029

-£17,124

-£4,432
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G DECORATING
TOM O’SULLIVAN

Family business, quality decorating
Checkatrade member since 1999
Quality interior and exterior decoration
Reliable, qualified, insured and CRB checked
See customer reviews at:
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The warmth of the sun's embrace, the
gentle breeze swept in by incoming tide,
the rhythm of seasons, of new birth,
death and recreation.

www.checkatrade.com/tomosullivan

All these speak so clearly of your love,
your power and your beauty.

Tel: Home - 0208 337 3942(evenings)
Email:

All are expressions of your creativity,
and more importantly of yourself.

tom.osullivan@virginmedia.com

As an artist might share his personality
within each brushstroke, so within the
myriad colours of a butterfly's wing you
share the exuberance of your love.
That we can glimpse you within creation
is a beautiful thought, but also tells us
that you desire to be seen, to be found
and known.
Open our eyes, Lord, as we walk through
this world, feel the wind and sunshine,
see the majesty of creation unfolding before our eyes.
Help us to see you.
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GARDEN PARTY
The annual garden party has often, in recent years, been
rained indoors. On 29 July 2019, however, there was
certainly no rain. In fact, it was one of the hottest days of
the year so far, with the temperature touching 34º C. A
number of brave souls turned up early to carry across
tables and chairs from the church and hall, put up tents
etc., so by 2:30pm we had plenty of shade and places to
sit. In the shade, it was very pleasant sitting and enjoying
the Pimms, sandwiches, tea, and scones. It was good to
welcome families with children who played football, Connect 4, giant Jenga, and on the swings. We rounded off the
afternoon with a raffle. Many thanks to Rosemarie, her
team, and all involved for a very successful garden party.
RD

PCC REPORT
The PCC met on 24 June.
Noel Burns and Ian Burgess were welcomed back to the
PCC and John Baker was welcomed as a new member.
The first item of business was to co-opt the Rev Sue
Ayling to the PCC.
There were updates on current projects - our new Children and Families worker will begin her tenure on 2
September, work on the toilets is on track to be completed
in August, the churchyard entrance is looking much better
with the new signage and the white lines for parking will
soon be done. Members were invited to try out a sample
of the proposed new folding Hall chairs for comfort, but
felt that new tables are a higher priority.
The recent break-in has resulted in a great deal of
additional work to make sure the building is secure now
and in the future and negotiations with the insurers are
ongoing.
The next meeting of the PCC is on 10 September.
LD

FOOD BANK WISH LIST
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FROM THE PARISH
REGISTERS
HOLY BAPTISM
A member of Christ, the child of God
(BCP Baptism rite)
Edward Joseph Cousins
23 June

FUNERALS
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord
Thomas John Vaughan, aged 78
25 June

SPRING MARKET

Our Spring Market got off to a flying start thanks to an
abundance of home grown plants, the vast majority of
them being donated by green fingered members of our
congregation. Business was brisk on the well-stocked
bric-a-brac stall and bargain hunters were in their element
as they searched for that elusive 'special something'. The
book stall had an astonishing amount of literature for all
avid readers who enjoyed looking for a good weekend
read. The homemade cakes - always popular - looked
delicious and sold out very quickly. After all that, it was
time for a well-earned rest and a coffee while browsing the
numerous raffle prizes before purchasing – hopefully – a
winning ticket.

If you want to buy something to help our local Food
Bank but are not sure what to get then the following
items are wanted at present.
Tinned potatoes, tinned veg, UHT milk: semi
skimmed and full fat, ketchup, long life fruit juice,
instant mash, baby wipes, nappies – size 6 only,
toilet rolls, shampoo, ladies deodorant
The most urgent (i.e. the cupboard is bare)
Clothes washing powder/liquid, long life milk
powder, long life meat pies.
The school holidays are a cause of real hardship for many
parents who rely on free school meals for their children.
Without these free meals it is often mum who goes without
in order to put food in front of her children.
July 2019

The happy bustling atmosphere made for an enjoyable
and successful event. None of this could be achieved
without the usual team of stalwart helpers – thank you all
for your hard work and enthusiasm.
GAB
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ST MARY’S CONCERT

8 HANDS ON 2 PIANOS
Saturday 1 June 2019
A sizable and appreciative audience turned out this fine
summer’s evening for another in St. Mary’s recital series.
The performers were husband-and-wife team Sarah and
Jonathan Holmes, Matthew Burgess and Simon Gregory
who presented a superb programme of music played by
‘eight hands on two concert grand pianos’.

In his introduction Jonathan emphasised how fortunate
we ourselves are in that we can listen to music whenever
or wherever we want in all kinds of ways. We take these
things for granted. A very different state of affairs obtained
in the days before radio or gramophone records. My greatgrandparents were by no means exceptional in having a
piano in the house: they lived too far from any town, they
could not afford a car and public transport was non-existent in rural areas. By the mid-19th century all over Britain
and Europe middle-class families would have a piano, and
composers were quick to capitalise on their growing popularity by making arrangements of orchestral music, either
their own or that of other composers. Operas too were
made accessible by the transcriptions made for piano, or at
any rate by those amateur pianists proficient enough to
play them.
Such an arrangement is of Felix Mendelssohn’s famous
orchestral piece, ‘The Hebrides’. Under eight hands on
two concert grand pianos the music sounded suitably
impressive right from the sonorous B minor opening to the
rushing scale passages towards the end.
Anton Stepanovich Arensky came from the ancient
city of Novgorod in Russia where he was born in 1861.
Although he studied music with Rimsky-Korsakov his
music sounds more like that of his older contemporary
Tchaikovsky; in fact, Tchaikovsky reproved young Arensky, when the latter sent him his piano concerto for approval, for over-use of the 5/4 metre. Perhaps it came as
some relief that his Piano Suite Number 1 contains nothing
in 5/4 time. This attractive Suite consists of three movements: firstly a very Tchaikovsky-like Romance then a
Waltz with rather a wistful theme, and lastly a vigorous
Polonaise – a dance in 3/4 time that originated in Poland.

We heard next some music by Bach. Among his bestknown orchestral pieces are the six Brandenburg Concertos; the third of these is in G major and we heard the first
movement arranged for four hands on one piano.
Another arrangement, this time for four hands on two
pianos, came next and ended the first part of the programme. Variations on an Original Theme (Enigma) by
Edward Elgar which dates from 1899 and was responsible for bringing its composer fame not only in this country
but abroad as well. The piano arrangement made at the
time has the additional benefit of bringing into greater
prominence different aspects of Elgar’s rather dense scoring which are not always apparent when played by full
orchestra.
After interval refreshments it was back to another ‘classical’ orchestral work arranged for piano, indeed for eight
hands on two pianos: the first movement of Symphony
Number 3 in E flat by Beethoven. Nicknamed the ‘Eroica’
this music would have been a major challenge for any
orchestra in his day, far surpassing as it does anything
written before in terms of form, length and harmony.
Several piano arrangements of this work exist, and that
played was rather special in that the arranger indicates on
the printed page what instruments are actually playing at
that point. One example of this kind of thing, that I listened
out for in particular, is actually a joke by Beethoven. At the
very end of the development section, just as the principal
theme comes back fortissimo on full orchestra, a single
muted horn plays that theme against ‘tremolo’ strings,
making you think it a mistake. Not really, of course; it is
all very well planned. It is just a joke.
After all this seriousness, the remainder of the programme was much lighter in tone. Richard Rodney Bennett is a present-day English composer (actually he died
fairly recently) who writes film scores and jazz-inspired
pieces. His Four Piece Suite is, unsurprisingly, in four
movements; a Samba triste; secondly Country Blues; next
a charming Ragtime Waltz, and, logically enough, the
Finale. The Suite was first performed in 1975.
Mack Wilberg was born in Utah, U.S.A. in 1955 and is
a renowned teacher and composer in America. He was also
formerly Music Director of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.
The Carmen Fantasy which we heard from eight hands on
two pianos, was first performed at the 1990 National
Conference on Piano Pedagogy. As the title suggests, it is
a rumbustious version of the overture to Bizet’s opera
‘Carmen’.
Finally, and keeping up the light-hearted mood, it was
back to 1918 and Percy Grainger’s own piano arrangement of English Country Gardens. The music is probably
Grainger’s best-known composition.
TT
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NOOS OF THE LOOS
By the time you read this in the August issue of the EPN, the
construction of the long-awaited toilets will be well underway. You
will probably be aware how long it has taken for this project to start.
A number of locations were considered, including one externally,
accessed from the current location, but when costed would have
required some 20 million pennies to be spent to pay for it, and the
final agreed site is costing about one third of that figure, £60,000.

We speak to John and Carmella Baker who are members of St Mary's along with their two young sons (aged
4 and 1).
John works in finance in the city and Carmella works
in the village doing sales and marketing. At the weekend
they spend a lot of time building Lego or playing football
with the boys.
Their St Mary's Story
We moved into the village in 2014 and started attending services later that year. We felt instantly at home at
St Mary's with everyone being so welcoming and the
range of activities really appealed.
Involvement with the Church
We lived abroad, in the Caribbean, for two years and
have been back in the UK for about a year. We love
living in the village and see the Church as a key contributor to the local community and village appeal. The
church, and its range of activities, compliment our lifestyle and there is no obligation or pressure on attendance.

It has not been the easiest of tasks getting approval, but
persistence has paid off, in that what we are proposing is the best
solution for the church, the area occupied by the construction being
largely unused space, in a convenient location, and also accessible
for wheel-chair users, unlike many other areas in the building.
Our architect has brought to fruition our original ideas on this
project, and has even been able to retain, without alteration, the
large window in the north wall, albeit it will only be seen from
within the toilet lobby; but we have adopted a splendid suggestion
to incorporate a hexafoil window above the door, matching others
in the external walls, and from which we will gain borrowed light
from the retained window.

The Church and its members have been very good to
us and we are keen to help the Church continue its good
work. John has recently joined the PCC and Carmella is
helping the committee organise the upcoming Ewell
Village Fair.
St Mary's Highlights
We were very happy when Fraser (by Russell in 2015)
and Ellis (by Sue in 2018) were baptized in the Church
and Carmella was confirmed in 2015. We also love that
so many events are organised alongside the services and
have enjoyed beating the bounds, board games afternoon, the summer garden party in recent times to name
just a few.
You are most likely to see John (and often the boys) at
the 8am Sunday service, otherwise as a family we enjoy
the Toddle Up or children's hour services. We look
forward to seeing you at these or other Church events.
We are looking forward to
As a family with young children we are very excited
by the Children and Families worker soon to start at St
Mary’s. The church already does a number of good
things for children so we are looking forward to hearing
about her plans to build on this.

The new structure will include a wheel-chair accessible toilet on
the right hand side of the main door, and a standard toilet on the left,
these divided by a small lobby. There will be an enclosed storage
area above the right hand toilet, and some space to the front of this
extending to high level in which it is intended to store our ladders
and steps.
So, very soon, there will be no requirement for queues at big
events, as there will be Toulouse- without Lautrec through to the
Parish Room (sorry, couldn’t resist!).
GJ
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BEREAVEMENT
CAFE
Losing someone you love can turn
your world upside down
Talking about it helps
Third Tuesday each month
2:45pm–3:45pm
St Mary’s Church Hall (opposite
church on London Road)
Tel 0208 393 2643
Open to all: just turn up

All roofing and guttering repairs
30 years experience covering
Worcester Park and close by
Valleys, Bays etc.
All new work guaranteed
Free estimates
Special rates to O.A.P.s

J L Hellings & Son
Tel: 020 8788 1459
100 Kingsmead Avenue

ALFRED & EWART LONGHURST
FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS
m A complete, caring professional service
m Estimates and advice freely given for funerals and memorials
m Flexible pre-paid funeral plan - details on request

21-23, KINGSTON ROAD, EWELL

020 8393 1077
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Calendar for
August
S 4

S 11

T 15
S 18

T 20
S 25

TRINITY 7
0800 Holy Communion
0930 Sung Eucharist
TRINITY 8
0800 Holy Communion
0930 Sung Eucharist
1000 Communion taken to 'The Old House'
TRINITY 9
0800 Holy Communion
0930 Sung Eucharist
1445-1545 Bereavement Café in the Parish
Room
DEDICATION FESTIVAL
0800 Holy Communion
0930 Sung Eucharist

F, S & S 30/8, 31/8 and 1/9 Choir at Liverpool
Cathedral
Improving homes inside and out

Oakdene Home Services
Home Maintenance
Painting & Decorating, Gardening & General DIY

Roger Phillips
TELEPHONE:
EMAIL:

07831 663 323
oakdenehomeservices@gmail.com

If you are looking for a local care home
“Where your Future Matters”
Look no further than
Priory Court in Ewell village, Epsom
Please feel welcome to visit anytime or call to speak to
one of our friendly team to discuss your care needs
Tel: 020 8393 0137
www.futurecaregroup.com

EWELL VILLAGE FAIR:
STOP PRESS
The fair was a great success, thank you
to all who made it possible.
Takings on the day were in excess of
£11,500. This will go towards the mission and maintenance of St. Mary’s.

C

FEE MORNINGS

WE MEET EVERY WEDNESDAY
FROM 10.30 am – 12 noon
DO COME AND JOIN US

All advertising enquiries to epn@stmarysewell.com

