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The Vicar writes

I have to share with EPN readers the sad news that our
assistant priest, the Revd Dr Patrick Miller, died on Sunday
23 August. Most EPN readers will know Patrick well from
his many years of service at St Mary's. He remained active
in ministry right until the end, contributing online sermons
earlier during lockdown and being involved in the tele-
phone ministry. We will miss very much his ministry, his
friendship, especially his erudition, passion for justice, and
sense of humour. All our thoughts and prayers are with
Susanne his widow. I hope there will be a full obituary for
Patrick in the EPN in the near future.

SEPTEMBER IN CHURCH
For many months, I suppose I have had in my mind the

hope that when September came around, things would be
almost back to normal in society and in church. It's the time
of year of schools starting, a return from summer holidays,
and it would have been so nice if our usual pattern of
services and activities could resume as before. But it is not
to be.

For the time being we will instead continue with more or
less the same pattern as the last couple of months. On
Sundays there will be online services in the morning. First-
ly, Morning Prayer at 9:30am, which has remained very
popular, at www.facebook.com/stmarysewell/live . Weekly
10.15am children's hour and fortnightly coffee will meet by
Zoom. Then, in a slight change, we are planning a short
children's service, called St Mary's Kidz, every week at
11am. We hope this will work better for people than the
different times and approaches that were on a monthly
cycle. There will also be Club Sandwich for 7+ and 11+ age
groups fortnightly on Zoom.

Then on Sunday evenings we will continue with our
short and simple Holy Communion service at 5:30pm.
These will continue as before, with the addition of a (short)
homily or sermon, and from time to time we hope the parish
choir may sing from the balcony. Sadly, congregational
singing is still not permitted. We are all required to wear
face coverings in church, unless exempt or while reading,
leading a service etc.

Most of our other activities have to remain suspended,
including use of the hall, but I am glad to say that organ
recitals can now take place again: see below for more
details. There is much we will miss as there continues to be
fewer opportunities to worship and socialize face to face. I
am so grateful for all we are able to do online, including the
very popular quizzes, and the opportunities to meet and
study together.
As the months stretch out ahead of us, and still so much
uncertainty about what we will be able to do and when,
none of us should be surprised if we sometimes find it
draining. Without as many opportunities for social interac-
tion, chatting together, sharing food and drink together, we
are deprived of many of the little cues that build up commu-
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nity and make us human. Things that used to be very easy now require a great deal more
planning and work. At work, school, home, and indeed in church, none of us should be
surprised if just getting through the week, doing the basics, takes all of our energy and
concentration. Getting through the week is a success, especially at the moment! I encourage
all EPN readers not to be hard on themselves, and to be thankful to God for all his mercies,
wherever we discern them. I also want to thank everyone involved at church who keeps us
going, online and in the face-to-face activities that are now possible. Everything is much
more work than it was, and without some of the pleasantries that we are used to. I am
grateful to everyone for their reserves of patience and forbearance. We all wish our church
activities could be back to normal, the things that bring us closer to God and help us make
sense of our lives, but each day and each week we do what we can. Thank you to everyone
who continues to work through these times, and those who continue to support us through
the financially most difficult time for the Church in living memory. Your generosity is what
makes our church life possible. Everyone who is part of St Mary's should be very proud of
what we do, serving our church and community through these difficult times.

ORGAN RECITALS
In September, as part of our patronal festival weekend, there will be an organ recital by

Jonathan Holmes on Saturday 12 September at 7:30pm, featuring music by Beethoven,
Vierne, and others. We won't be selling tickets, but you can make a payment online or by
text or by bringing the exact change (£8 each or £1 for under 18s). Jonathan will also be
continuing his journey through the organ works of Bach on Tuesday lunchtimes, 1.05pm
on Tuesday 22 September, which is free of charge (but donations very welcome). Sadly we
can't provide refreshments at the present time. All our activities are socially distanced, and
organ recitals are well designed for these times, when you can come and simply sit and
listen. Please remember that face masks must be worn in church.

BOOK BAG BLESSING - THIS TUESDAY!
St Mary's will be open on Tuesday 1 September 5-6pm. All are welcome, but in

particular we hope that families will come to church to say a prayer and light a candle for
the new school term. You can also bring your school bag for a 'book bag blessing'. This
won't be a service, but I will be there in church and will gladly bless your school bag (or
handbag, workbag etc). It will be good to see you. You can come just for that and stay just
a minute or two without even having to touch anything - or you can stay longer and pray in
the pews. You can also pick up an activity bag with craft activities at the same time.

We will do something similar on Thursday 1 October, when church will be open 5-6pm
and we are inviting people to bring non-perishable harvest gifts which will be given to the
local foodbank. Its work has never been more important and I hope there will be a generous
response.

A VIRTUAL DAY FOR ALL
Our annual Day for All has been a fixture for some years now, and this year it will mostly

take place online on Saturday 26 September. You can find more details elsewhere in EPN,
a great deal has been planned and I hope you will be able to take part.

Your friend and Parish Priest

Russell Dewhurst

HANDMADE
PICTURE FRAMES

All Frames -
made in Our Studio
Free local collection

 & Delivery

With this
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M: 07748 712133
25 The Headway

Ewell Village
www.handmadepictureframes.jigsy.com

CAFE
NESCOT
On Tuesdays in

term time, students
from NESCOT are
serving simple lunch-
es in our church hall
(London Rd, opposite
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12 and 1.30pm.

Soup, sandwiches,
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soft drinks.

Everyone welcome!

Soft Furnishings
Handmade curtains, blinds,
cushions and much more.

Measuring, estimating and,
if wanted, time spent

finding the right fabric,
all come free!

Recommendations provided
Telephone: 020 8393 1222
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To hire the Church Hall
please contact

020 8614 0714
or visit our website
www.stmarysewell.com

Not available for hire at present
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REPORT FROM 21 JULY
MEETING OF THE PCC

The first part of the meeting was taken up by the
Treasurer, John Baker, reporting on St Mary’s current
financial position. Understandably, income has been
badly affected by the closure of the church and the
Hall for so long. The Finance Committee have been
meeting virtually to carry out cost cutting exercises.
So far the Diocese has managed to step in and help
their parishes out a little, with St Mary’s receiving
£3,300. Online donations and some plate collections
now that the church has reopened, have been a great
help, but income is still down month-on-month.

Since COVID 19 has enforced the closure of the
Hall, it was decided that it would be a good time to
review its use and the income it generates. A working
party, led by Tim P, was set up in March. Tim joined
the meeting to talk to the group’s report which had
been circulated to members earlier. A lot of hard work
had gone into unravelling existing fees, contracts and
paperwork. To move things forward, and with a view
to an autumn relaunch, PCC members were asked to
volunteer to join the group.

Russell fed back on the success of the online Sunday
services and the recent re-opening of the church for
private prayer on a Thursday and the Sunday evening
said communion service. He is proposing to continue
this current format until the end of September
/beginning of October, when people may be less likely
to come out in the darker evenings. He will carry out
a review towards the end of August in light of up-to-
date advice and regulations.

To finish on a positive note …… Our new Children
and Families Worker, Sandi Keen, has been very
active in her new role. She literally jumped in at the
‘virtual’ deep end, but with the support of Kathie B
and Fran S, she has kept the services and activities for
children going. Indeed, Club Sandwich will continue
with outdoor activities throughout August, whilst the
other children’s services take their annual summer
break. We all look forward to meeting Sandi in person
whenever this may be possible!

Stay safe, keep well,
Liz Divall

A TREE THAT SURVIVED THE
ATOMIC BOMB

The world of Nature never ceases to amaze.
We all know that the 75th anniversary of the dropping of

atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki falls in August.
What struck me in the course of a recent radio programme
about Hiroshima was the fact that half a dozen or so trees there
were charred but otherwise survived the explosion, when all
other plants were destroyed. I found that interesting and would
have liked to know more. The programme itself did not specify
what kind of trees these survivors were, I have since learned
that they were all Ginkgos or Maidenhair Trees. What then is
so special about them?

A number of factors make the Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba) a
special tree. For one thing, it is unique, the sole member of its
family in the world. Its scientific name points to another
unique factor: its fan-shaped leaves. 'Biloba' comes from Latin
'bis' meaning two - two lobed- which aptly describes the leaf.
Then the tree is very ancient, so ancient that it pre-dates the
dinosaurs. Fossilised remains have been dated to 270 million
years ago.

The exotic-sounding name suggests a non-British origin,
and you would be right to think so for the tree is not native to
the British Isles. It originates in China where some specimens
are reputed to be over 1500 years old. Ever since at least the
sixth century A.D. Ginkgoes have been cultivated all over
China, Korea and Japan. Its name is Japanese, from a word
meaning 'silver apricot', and there the tree has acquired semi-
mythic status by virtue of its great age - some thousand-year-
old veterans exist in Kyoto. This status has only been rein-
forced by its seeming indestructability.

How did it end up in this country?
Well, the first European to come across the Ginkgo was one

Engelbert Kämpfer (1651-1716) who was a representative of
the Dutch Far East Trading Company. His work obliged him
to visit Japan. At that time, Japan operated a strict policy of
self-isolation. After great diplomacy and patience the company
was granted permission to visit Nagasaki in 1691, the only
non-Japanese to be invited there. During his sojourn in Japan,
Kämpfer exported some Ginkgo seeds back to the Nether-
lands. A Ginkgo still exists in Utrecht that was planted about
1739 and is reputed to be the oldest known specimen in the
West.

In due course the tree became popular with English land-
owners. Blessed by an ability to withstand attacks from blight
or pests, staying upright and having attractive foliage in au-
tumn, the Ginkgo has become popular with town planners both
in Europe and America as an adornment to urban roadsides.
An extract from the leaf also has important medicinal qualities,
a fact known to Chinese medicine for hundreds of years.

Finally, are there any Ginkgoes in the borough that we can
see for ourselves? I know of a few. One young specimen is at
the roadside in Chessington Road, West Ewell. Another young
specimen is in Rosebery Park while a fine mature tree stands
in Bourne Hall Gardens.

TT

ERRATUM
In the early editions of August EPN, the obituary of

John Wharton said that John had been a churchwarden
at St Mary’s. This was incorrect. He had in fact been a
churchwarden at St Paul’s church, Howell Hill.
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Because of the Corona
virus pandemic which
has ravaged our country
and our world, we know
that the beginning of this
new academic year will
bring additional prob-
lems, challenges and con-
tinuing uncertainties. So,
we pray,

We particularly pray for all children as they prepare
for this new chapter in their lives.

As they start nursery or school for the first time -
may they find excitement and enjoyment in new expe-
riences.

As they move to new classes - give them confidence
in growing friendships and learning new things.

As they move to new schools - give them strength in
their growing independence.

As they move on to college or university or are
starting an apprenticeship or work for the first time -
give them courage and wisdom to make right choices.

We pray for all the teachers, assistants, helpers,
carers and volunteers who teach and nurture our
children and young people. We ask that they may
receive your blessing, your joy, your wisdom and
your patience as they make ready for the new term
and all the challenges that the new year ahead may
present. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

During the past
months all our lives have
been touched by the glo-
bal Corona virus pan-
demic. For some, it has
simply been an inconven-
ience, an irritation, in
their normal pattern of

life. Some, however, have lost family members to the
virus; some have lost livelihoods; some have been
made destitute. Whatever our situation, it has cer-
tainly been a time to reflect and re-evaluate what is
important.

Although we do not always acknowledge it, we
know that You, Lord, are always there both in mo-
ments of joy or when we are fearful and despairing.
Help us to remain strong in faith and help us to do
what we can for those in need at this time that they
too may come to know that You love them uncondi-
tionally. Help us to be the answer to our prayers;
help us to bring good from what has been a dreadful
time in our history. With Your help, we shall over-
come. The virus will not have the last word! AMEN

G

Family business, quality decorating
Checkatrade member since 1999

          Quality interior and exterior decoration
          Reliable, qualified, insured and CRB checked
          See customer reviews at:

www.checkatrade.com/tomosullivan

Tel: Home - 0208 337 3942(evenings)
Email:
tom.osullivan@virginmedia.com

TOM O’SULLIVAN DECORATING

FROM THE PARISH
REGISTERS

HOLY MATRIMONY
'That theirs may be the love that knows no ending,

 Whom thou for evermore dost join in one'
(AMR 463)

22 August Peter Robert Lawson and
     Helen Fiona Boam

FUNERALS
In sure and certain hope (BCP Burial rite)

  31 July        Gwendoline Miller, aged 96
    4 August    Malcolm John Davis, aged 82
  18 August    Mary Elfie Riches, aged 81
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Sue writes....

Over the past six months the benefits of gardening and
green spaces have become increasingly recognised. I’ve
found it especially interesting because when doing my BA
Honours Degree the title of my dissertation (completed in
2017) was ‘I came that they may have life, and have it abun-
dantly.’ (John 10.10). 'How does Christian theology define
the value of the natural world and its contribution to human
flourishing?' There have been many resonances with my re-
search and my Conclusion that -

The spirits of anyone may be lifted through seeing
beauty in the world. Christian theology adds an extra
dimension through opening our eyes to the presence of
God the creator, the One who loves his creation. That
offer of ‘heaven in ordinaire’ is available at any time
and in any place to all people. The giving of life is
physical and spiritual. It is a transforming experience
and gives life abundantly (John 10.10)!

As an Eco Church we shall be considering new ways of
being church, including how best to care for the green
spaces around our church which can give life abundantly to
the people who pass through. Not everyone has access to
green spaces or to a garden, but God offers to meet us
wherever we are through our imagination.
Imagine yourself in a place where flowers, trees or shrubs
are grown.

God of creation, we meet You here
in colour and scent, texture and pattern,
the humble perfection of all that grows.
Out of our restlessness we come,
to still our minds and open our senses to beauty.
In Your name we cherish the web of life,
light and shadow, bee and butterfly,
the shy birds that return when we leave.

Imagine yourself near bare or overgrown land or a compost
heap.

God of new beginnings, we meet You here
in hard clay, hungry slugs and stubborn weeds,
failures and half-finished projects,
in dying and decay.
In your name we offer thanks
for worms and woodlice, mould and microbes,
patiently transforming waste into fertility,
sharing the labour with us.

Imagine yourself where fruit, herbs or vegetables are grown.
God of hope and harvest, we meet You here
in changing seasons and the gifts they bring,
produce of full flowers, crunch and goodness,
earth and fresh, no two the same.
In Your name we celebrate rain and sunshine,
our struggles and successes great and small,
a handful of peas or a glut of beans.
We are glad and grateful. Thank you!

Imagine yourself near a shed, seat, path or gate.
God in community, we meet You

alone and together, in quiet or conversation.
In this ground, as we play and pray
let friendship, wonder and worship grow.
In Your name we welcome each other,
weak and strong, weary or lively,
children of curiosity and fun,
to share this moment in Your presence.
May body and soul be nourished,
May earth and all life flourish!

The words above were written by Daniel Rutland and are
taken from ‘Touching the Land’ prayers from Northumbria
Community’s Celtic Daily Prayer published by Collins.
They are used with permission.

As you may know, in August - when this article was writ-
ten - Maggie was taking some time out after Charlie had an
accident. (see page 10) but we both continue to hold you all
in our prayers, and to send you our hope that you will re-
main safe and well.  With our love in Christ.

Sue and Maggie

NEW WAYS OF BEING CHURCH CONTINUED …

EWELL VILLAGE FAIR
Ewell Village Fair was among the many things we have

missed out on in 2020. We did produce a short video with
messages and photographs from some of the regulars at the
Fair. If you haven’t seen it you can watch it on our website
here https://www.stmarysewell.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/EVF-SD-480p.mov As well as be-
ing such a great day out for all the family and a wonderful
time for our local community to come together, the Fair is
an important source of income for St Mary’s. We are grate-
ful to those who responded to the appeal in the video by
making a special donation to St Mary’s.

RD

ZOOM  LITURGY DISCUSSIONS
In July I led two evening discussion groups about our

church services, namely, Holy Communion and Evensong.
The groups were well attended by St Mary’s people, and it
was a good opportunity to think more deeply about words
and ceremonies which might be familiar to many of us but
which can easily be taken for granted. We covered some
history and some of the Christian teaching that lies behind
the shape of the services. It was interesting to compare peo-
ple’s experiences from other churches (ranging from the
Baptist tradition to practice in Roman Catholic convents).
Overall, the format of an hour of presentation and discus-
sion on Zoom seemed to work well, and we will look at do-
ing further discussion groups later in the Autumn. Let me
know if you have any ideas or requests for topics. One op-
tion I had in mind was to take a discussion of the Bible at
each session: rather than looking at just a short passage, as
we might in a sermon or bible study, looking at a book of
the Bible as a whole.

RD
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We score points towards our Bronze Award by organ-
ising or participating in a local litter-pick. Last month
some members of St Mary's Eco Group organised a litter-
pick in our churchyards as we seek to care for God's cre-
ation. The reaction of people passing by was very posi-
tive "That's an amazing job you are doing!". "Thank you
from us all." were a couple of the comments. We have all
the necessary equipment and are keen to organise a
monthly rota to pick up the rubbish that is left around our
beautiful church. Might you join us, say three or four
times a year? If so, please email eco@stmarysewell.com

You can also do a litter-pick in your local area. Here is
the Epsom and Ewell CC Guidance for Volunteer Litter
Picks website link. https://epsom-
ewell.gov.uk/residents/environmental-services/street-
cleansing/volunteer-litter-picks.  If you take the Volun-
teer Pledge, the council will provide the necessary kit,
including  gloves, high visibility waistcoats and a litter
picking device. Subject to availability of course. If you
do this the Eco Group would love to hear about it.

If you want to find out more about the Eco Church
Scheme run by the charity A Rocha UK you can do so
here https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/

THE ECO-GROUP'S TIPS
FOR SEPTEMBER

Here are two  ECO tips from A Rocha.
Get to the bottom of the problem

Reusable nappies - also known as washable nappies,
cloth nappies or real nappies - have evolved significant-
ly in the past decade and are a popular choice for eco-
conscious parents. Modern reusable nappies don't re-
quire soaking and can be washed in the washing ma-
chine at home, or picked up by a nappy laundry service.

Don't be a drip!
Wasting water is another problem we need to tackle.

Do you want to know how much water you use, and
where you can make savings? Thames Water has pro-
duced an online questionnaire to work out your average
water usage and highlight ways in which you can save
water.
The link is: https://corporate.thameswater.co.uk/water-
saving-calculator

 If you have any ideas you'd like to feed in or a fa-
vourite tip to share please get in touch with the Rever-
end Sue Ayling:

assistantpriest@stmarysewell.com or 020 8337 6347.

ECO CHURCH - STARTING
OUR JOURNEY TOWARDS

A BRONZE AWARD

A message about our Assistant Priest
the Revd Dr Patrick Miller

Dear St Mary's congregation, clergy, choir,
singers and everyone,
Patrick is very ill now and cannot type or speak for
himself. I am writing this on his behalf as I wanted to
make sure that you all know how much he appreciat-
ed all your cards, good wishes, phone calls, emails,
text messages and kind words. I read him all the mes-
sages and we have a fairly large gallery of wonderful
cards for him to see.
It is a difficult time for us but the support from you all
was a light of kindness in the struggle.   I am very
impressed with all the affection he got from you all as
a group and I must say, he is a lucky man. I am
continuing to look after him and have some great help
from nurses and hospice staff.

With great thanks and gratitude.

Susanne Miller

Note: just before going to press we learnt the sad news
that Patrick died on 23 August. Please read the Vicar’s
letter on  page 2.
Because of Covid-19, only a limited number of people
will be able to attend Patrick’s funeral. There will be a
service of thanksgiving for Patrick’s life at a later date.

GIVING TO ST MARY'S
As with most churches and charities, the current sit-
uation has reduced St Mary's income. Thank you to
all those whose regular giving continues to support
St Mary's: it is much appreciated.
If you would like to make an on-line one-off gift,
large or small, it will be very gratefully received by
St Mary's. Please visit:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donation-
web/charity?charityId=1006677
This link is also on our website.
If you'd like to find out about other methods of giv-
ing, please contact our parish stewardship recorder
Miriam Massey on
plannedgiving@stmarysewell.com or 020 8394
0453.
Miriam will be happy to talk you through how you
can support St Mary's through regular giving, or by
making a one-off donation free of processing fees,
e.g. bank transfer.
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A Virtual Day for All - Handle with Care
 26  September 10 am - 12.30pm

PROVISIONAL
TIMETABLE

Find the up-to-date on-line timetable at:
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysewell/events

10.00  Launch of the day and singing by young
people

10.10  Eco Buddies "Cookie Cutter Fun" and “Our Pets”

10.20  Photo competition showing the photos — video
showing the photo entries in both classes

10.30  Wood turning

10.40  Tips for the garden "How to be environmentally
friendly"

10.50  Poems entered for the three categories of the
Acrostic Poetry competition shown

11.00  Tour of the church including showing how
different features have been 'handled with care'

11.10  Caring for the wider environment

11.20  Eco Buddies "Plant a Card"  and entries for
“Creative Creatures” competition

11.30  Tour of Priest Hill — video showing the Surrey
Wildlife Trust’s Priest Hill Nature reserve and
including a visit to their Howell Hill Nature Re-
serve

11.40  Prayer Tree “How we care for one another”

11.50 Gentle exercises - "Caring for your body"

12.00  Winners of the three categories in the Acrostic
Poem Competition announced

12.10  Zoom Chat. Winners of the Photo and Creative
Creatures competitions announced. Opportunity
to share views on how to handle nature with care.

 End of the day

All videos & live events up to 12.10 pm  will be on Face-
book at:
https://www.facebook.com/events/899175197271462/

You can also find us on
Facebook by scanning  the event
QR code

Advance registration is necessary for the Zoom chat at
12.10 pm. Please register by noon on Friday 25 Septem-
ber at https://forms.gle/4twBUvDyhNUs3n8z5

In our Photo Competition there are classes for 12
years and under and the over 12s. The competition will be
judged by Rosemary Wilman, Hon FRPS, a member of
Epsom Camera Club and the results will be  announced
by Rosemary at the start of the Zoom chat at 12:10 pm.

  Information about the Acrostic Poem and the Crea-
tive Creatures competitions is given on page 9.

 Please read the full entry rules and details before enter-
ing our competitions. These are available from:
https://www.stmarysewell.com/event/a-virtual-day-for-
all/

The deadline for each competition is 23.59 on 20 Sep-
tember. Entries must be submitted to:
adayforall@stmarysewell.com. You can also request entry
details and rules by emailing this address.

We look forward to your joining our event

SCAN ME
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Hi all,
Trust that you have all had a

great holiday break and are
well rested and ready for the
term ahead. It is going to be an
exciting time filled with lots of
new opportunities, adventures
and changes taking place and
we have some incredible serv-
ices and activities lined up for
you and your family to enjoy.

Our theme for the month of September is going to be
'Seasons of Life' and is focused on New beginnings, Joy,
Strength, Hope and Faith.   We have some really great
stories lined up for the month that focus on these themes and
it is a great way for you to join us in a fun and interactive
way. We are continuing with a weekly service that will take
place at 11am, however instead of being aimed at different
age groups we are going to be doing a general service via
Facebook LIVE  for all ages that will include a song, story,
craft and prayer. We look forward to seeing you there.
Other great things that are taking place in September:

BACK TO CHURCH- On Tuesday, September
1 from 17:00-18:00 there will be opportunity to
have your school bag blessed in church before
the new term. Russell and I will both be there and
we would love to see you for real. See Russell’s
letter on page 3 for more information. Please wear
a mask when you enter the church building, as
Covid safety measures are still in place.

· VIRTUAL DAY FOR ALL- On September 26 we
will be having our Virtual Day for All which is
themed 'Handle with Care' (see also page 8). This
is going to be an incredible day filled with loads of
competitions, videos, crafts and great ideas that you
can be involved in. The competitions and activities
require work to be done beforehand and therefore I
have included the necessary details of each activity
below;

Creative Creatures Competition - For this project, you are
going to be able to create your own animal out of recycling
materials. It can either be an animal that already exists, a
new animal you have thought of, or you can even add two
animals together to make something completely original
such as a flying-elephant or a fishy-giraffe. Have fun with
this as this is your chance to be an animal creator and come
up with really unique, creative ideas. Once you have com-
pleted your project, please snap a picture of it, it can include
you with your animal or just the animal if you would prefer.
Send your pictures to adayforall@stmarysewell.com
Looking forward to discovering some GREAT animals!!
Acrostic Poem - As I mentioned earlier, the theme for the
Virtual Day for all is ‘Handle with Care.’ We are holding a
poetry competition whereby you need to create your own
poem using any word that you feel represents the theme.

These can be words such as awareness, creation, environ-
ment or anything else you can think of. This is a great
opportunity for families to work together, to create a master-
piece. There are  three categories that you can enter, based
on which one you would like to take part in. There is a
children's group (up to age 12), and adult's group (from 13
years and up) and a families group, where families can work
together to create a poem. Entries can be sent to
adayforall@stmarysewell.com. Rules of the competition
can be found on the St Mary's website.

Example of an acrostic poem:
S-unshine warming my toes,
U-nderwater fun with my friends.
M-aking homemade ice cream on the porch,
M-any long nights catching fireflies.
E-arly morning walks to the creek,
R-evelling in the freedom of lazy days.

Photo competition- We are going to be having an exciting
photo competition based on caring for God's creation and
Handling it with care. Make sure you look at the rules
carefully so that you know what is expected of you. Rules of
the competition can be found on St Mary's website.

We are really excited for all these events and projects that
are taking place and we cannot wait to see what incredible
things you can create.

The submission date for the above mentioned competi-
tions is 23.59 hours on 20 September!! Selected entries
received will be shown during the Virtual Day for All,
with winners being announced in the various time slots,
as indicated on the programme. See page 8 which also
gives includes the link for registering for the Zoom chat.
Challenge: WE NEED YOU!

We are creating a video about animals, pets or others, for
our Virtual Day for All and we are needing you in order to
make it happen. If you have a pet and would like to be
involved in this awesome project, please email me a short
video. The video doesn't need to have you in it, it can just be
about your pet and it can include them doing something
special or just walking around and being themselves. Look-
ing forward to seeing your amazing animals.

If you don't have your own animal and would still like to
be involved, why not go out exploring and see what amazing
animals you can capture. Please send all videos to me at
families@stmarysewell.com before the 20th of September.
Hope you will join us for this amazing opportunity to show-
case your furry family members.

'We don't stop playing because we grow old, we grow old
because we stop playing.' -George Bernard Shaw

Kind regards,

Sandi
Children and Families worker

FROM OUR CHILDREN & FAMILIES WORKER
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VJ DAY
August 15 this year was the 75th anniversary of the day

in 1945 that Imperial Japan surrendered in World War II,
bringing that conflict to an end.

The Royal British Legion, Epsom and Ewell branch, held
a short ceremony to commemorate this at the war memorial
in our churchyard in the presence of the Mayor and Mayor-
ess of Epsom and Ewell, Cllr Humphrey Reynolds and Mrs
Gill Reynolds, and the President, Keith Ovens, and Chair-
man, Barb Warwick, of the Epsom and Ewell Branch of the
Royal British Region. Also present were Captain John Ju-
lian of 135 Squadron and Councillor Steve McCormick, the
Armed Forces Champion.

Everyone was welcomed by the Revd Sue Ayling who
gave the address. Wreaths were laid by the Mayor and the
Royal British Legion. The reading of the  Exhortation  was
followed at 11 am by the observation of two minutes si-
lence. The Kohima Epitaph was read and a church bell was
rung.

Due to Government guidelines concerning social distanc-
ing, only a limited number of people could be at the war
memorial, but others were able to watch the short ceremony
from the pavement overlooking the memorial.

The Revd Sue Ayling has recorded a video so you can
hear the address that she gave. You can listen to this on our
Facebook page at:

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysewell/videos/2303694
04969500/

DRD

THANK YOU!

It was a lovely surprise to receive a box of flowers
posted through our letterbox. The box had an in-
triguing note on the side which said: "Shh... Your
flowers are sleeping. There's a guide inside to help
you wake them."

On opening, we discovered a Happy Anniversary
card 'from all your friends at St Mary's Ewell' which
had been so thoughtfully sent on the occasion of our
Golden Wedding Anniversary. Even more amazing
was the fact that the golden bunch is called 'The
Charlie'. They were all in bud, sleeping, and as you
can see from the picture, they have now indeed wo-
ken up to reveal truly beautiful blooms. (Charlie is
awake too!)

We want to thank you all so much for such a de-
lightful and unusually packed gift. Who'd have
thought that these lovely flowers could possibly
have arrived in a brown box through the letterbox?

We had planned to join you for the on-line service
and Zoom coffee on Sunday but in the event our son
arrived at 9.15 so we missed the opportunity.

Never mind! We enjoyed a lovely day with the
family and next week are being joined by our dear
friends (our chief bridesmaid and her husband) for a
take away meal from Il Capriccio.

Thank you all so much for thinking of us, espe-
cially as we have been rather quiet recently as we
have been taking time out while Charlie recovers
from his accident. Pleased to say that he is making
good progress and we are looking forward to getting
back to 'normal' soon!
With our love to everyone.

Maggie and Charlie
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All roofing and guttering repairs
30 years experience covering
Worcester Park and close by

Valleys, Bays etc.
All new work guaranteed

Free estimates
Special rates to O.A.P.s

J L Hellings & Son
Tel: 020 8788 1459

100 Kingsmead Avenue
Worcester Park KT4 8UT

ALFRED & EWART LONGHURST
FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS
m A complete, caring professional service
m Estimates and advice freely given for funerals and memorials
m Flexible pre-paid funeral plan - details on request

21-23, KINGSTON ROAD, EWELL 020 8393 1077

FOODBANK WISH
LIST - SEPTEMBER
Very grateful thanks to everybody who has donated to

the local Food bank. Please do continue to support it as
the need is getting ever greater. To help you choose suit-
able items you might like to take note of the following
advice.

There are certain items that Foodbank cannot pass on
to people in the food parcels. Obvious items such as
damaged goods - badly dented or leaking or bulging
cans could be spoiled or contaminated with harmful bac-
teria therefore cannot be distributed and the same applies
to packaging that has been opened. Any food items that
have passed their expiry, ‘use by date,’ have to be reject-

ed by the Food bank workers in order to avoid any
health risk to those receiving the parcels.

Equally any item containing alcohol or homemade
produce cannot be used, also catering size items should
be avoided.
At the moment the most wanted items are: savoury
biscuits, toilet rolls, sugar – small 500g bags please,
peanut butter, long life fruit juice, long life sponge pud-
dings, treats (chocolate), mashed potatoes, dog food,
custard, sanitary towels, gluten free biscuits, gluten free
long life items, nappies – size 5+ and 6+ only, shampoo
and conditioner.
Not needed at the moment: baked beans, pasta, puls-
es, rice, tinned soup and porridge.

On behalf of those who receive food parcels,
thank you for your support and generosity.

DB
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All advertising enquiries to epn@stmarysewell.com

If you are looking for a local care home
“Where your Future Matters”

Look no further than
Priory Court in Ewell village, Epsom

Please feel welcome to visit anytime or call to speak to
one of our friendly team to discuss your care needs

Tel: 020 8393 0137
www.futurecaregroup.comImproving homes inside and out

Oakdene Home Services
Home Maintenance

Painting & Decorating, Gardening & General DIY

Roger Phillips

TELEPHONE: 07831 663 323
EMAIL:  oakdenehomeservices@gmail.com

ST. MARY’S ON-LINE QUIZZES
We are holding on-line quizzes on Wednesday evenings
using Zoom. These are fun for all the family, so why not
join us? The next two quizzes are on September 16 and
October 7. You will need to register using links provid-
ed in the Weekly Notes and the Vicar’s weekly email to
our mailing list. For more details please email
zoom@stmarysewell.com.

God’s Promises
I was tired with aching feet;
A man stood by an open door
“Come in”, he said, “and take a seat.”
 I entered, wanting nothing more.
He handed me a little book,
I opened it so I could see,
Amazed I gave a second look.
I saw a man nailed to a tree.
Then in my favourite restless mind
He spoke, and spoke to me.

I saw his arms so wide outstretched,
“My child, come here and rest,
Come into my loving arms
and lean against my breast.”

I saw those feet so firmly nailed,
As if they meant to say  ̶
“I will always be with you
And never walk away.”

I saw answering eyes look down
With wordless love and true;
“My child I am always here
And watching over you.”

And is this boundless love for me
Unworthy though I be ?
I ask what is this wondrous place
Am answered  ̶  “Calvary.”

© Promilla Mullen

CONGRATULATIONS
Promilla Mullen, a member of St Mary’s has
written the poem below showing how God
cares for us. We congratulate Promilla on her
90th birthday at the end of September.


