Nine
Lessons
and
Carols

Sunday 20 December 2020

The officiant is the Revd Russell Dewhurst, Vicar of Ewell. St Mary’s
Director of Music is Jonathan Holmes.

Hymn
Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

NEH 34

He came down to earth from heaven,
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor, and mean, and lowly,
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high;
when like stars his children crowned,
all in white shall wait around.

Bidding Prayer
Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear
again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto
Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a
manger.
Therefore, let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious
redemption brought us by this Holy Child.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth
and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood within the
Church he came to build, and especially in this village of Ewell and diocese
of Guildford.
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in
his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed;
the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the
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little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not,
or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon
another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the
Lord Jesus we are for ever one.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven,
in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Carol
The choir sings ‘Adam lay ybounden’ by Boris Ord, based on a 15th century English poem.
Adam Lay ybounden bounden in a bond.
Four thousand winter thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple, and apple that he took.
As clerkes finden written in their book.
Ne, ne, had the apple taken been.
Ne had never our ladie abeen heav’n queen.
Blessed be the time that apple taken was
therefore we may singen “Deo gratias”.

Lesson
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed
will bruise the serpent's head:
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD
God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
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naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit
from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What
is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and
I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your
belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.”
Thanks be to God.

(Genesis 3.8-14)

Carol
The choir sings ‘Away in a Manger’ to the Normandy tune.

Lesson
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of
the earth be blessed:
The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and
said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this,
and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and
I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the
sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of
their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain
blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’
Thanks be to God.

(Genesis 22.15-18)

Carol
The choir sings ‘Lullay my liking’ by Gustav Holst:
Lullay my liking,
My dear son, my sweeting;
Lullay my dear heart,
Mine own dear darling
I saw a fair maiden
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Sitten and sing:
She lulléd a little child,
A sweeté lording.
That eternal lord is he
That made allé thing;
Of allé lordés he the Lord
Of every kinges King.
There was mickle melody
At that childés birth:
Though the songsters were heavenly
They madé mickle mirth.
Angels bright they sang that night
And saiden to that child,
"Blessed be thou and so be she
That is both meek and mild."
Pray we now to that child,
And to his mother dear,
God grant them all his blessing
That now maken cheer.

Lesson
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour:
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. For a child has
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards
and for evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Thanks be to God.

(Isaiah 9.2,6,7)
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Carol
The choir sings ‘O little town of Bethlehem’ arranged by Bob Chilcott.
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the king
with peace to men on earth!
For Christ is born of Mary,
and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond’ring love.
How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him still
the dear Christ enters in.

Lesson
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown:
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
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He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
Thanks be to God.

(Isaiah 11.1-9)

Carol
The choir sings ‘All this time this song is best’ by William Walton. Based on an anonymous
16th century text, the Latin means ‘the Word was made flesh.’
All this time this song is best:
‘Verbum caro factum est.’
This night there is a child y-born
That sprang out of Jesse’s thorn;
We must sing and say thereforn,
All this time this song is best:
‘Verbum caro factum est.’
Jesus is the childes name,
And Mary mild is his dame;
All our sorrow shall turn to game:
All this time this song is best:
‘Verbum caro factum est.’
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It fell upon high midnight:
The starres shone both fair and bright;
The angels sang with all their might,
All this time this song is best:
‘Verbum caro factum est.’
Now kneel we down on our knee,
And pray we to the Trinity
Our help, our succour for to be;
All this time this song is best:
‘Verbum caro factum est.’

Lesson
The birth of Jesus is foretold:
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.” Then Mary said, “Here am
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then
the angel departed from her.
Thanks be to God.

(Luke 1.26-38)

Hymn
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame,
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All hail, said he, thou lowly maiden Mary!
Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria!
For known a blessed mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honour thee,
Thy son shall be Emmanuel by seers foretold,
Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.”
Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,
Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria!

Lesson
St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus:
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.
Thanks be to God.

(Luke 2.1-7)

Carol
The choir sings ‘The Swallow and the Bells’ by Mykola Leontovich..
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Lesson
The shepherds go to the manger:
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
Thanks be to God.

(Luke 2.8-16)

Hymn
While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.
"Fear not," said he, for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind;
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring
to you and all mankind.
"To you, in David's town, this day
is born of David's line
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;
and this shall be the sign:
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"The heavenly Babe you there shall find
to human view displayed,
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
and in a manger laid."
Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith
appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:
"All glory be to God on high
and on earth be peace;
good will henceforth from heaven to men
begin and never cease."

Lesson
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus:
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah
was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.'
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.
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Thanks be to God.

(Matthew 2.1-11)

Carol
The parish choir sings ‘We Three Kings’ arranged by Philip Stopford.

Lesson
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Thanks be to God.

(John 1.1-14)

Hymn
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
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NEH 30

God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb;
Very God, Begotten, not created;
O come...
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God in the highest;
O come...

Collect and Blessing
We remain standing for the final prayers:
Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth
of your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our
redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him when he shall come
to be our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill and make you partakers of the
divine nature; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn
Hark, the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
'Christ is born in Bethlehem.'
Hark, the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King.
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NEH 26

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:
hail, the incarnate Deity,
pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark, the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King.
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace:
hail, the Sun of Righteousness.
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth.
Hark, the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King.

We wish you all a happy Christmas
and every blessing for the New
Year.
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Can you help St Mary’s after this difficult year?
There are no collections in services at the moment, but if you
are able to give, your contributions to the work of the church are
gratefully received.
Donations can be made using Virgin Money Giving online:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donationweb/charity?charityId=1006677
You can now also give by text. Text EWELL 5 to 70085 to
donate £5. Texts cost your donation plus one standard rate
message. Change the 5 to the amount you’d like to give, up to
EWELL 20 to give £20.
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this
service, is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2000. All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under
the CCL Licence No. 6486.
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