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The Vicar writes

This is my penultimate "Vicar writes" column for the
EPN. It is a strange time. These months would, in ordi-
nary times, be filled with taking my leave of the various
groups and activities around the church and community.
Most, sadly, can't meet at the moment or are meeting on-
ly online. As I note below, the PCC will re-open St
Mary's for public worship when it can be confident the
risk assessment can be appropriately completed. When-
ever that happens, it's then likely to be longer before oth-
er activities resume. As someone remarked the other day,
all of this may mean that 'closure' of my chapter as Vicar
here is harder to appreciate. Goodbyes may not be shared
in the way they should be in normal times.

It's not my place to make any comments on the vacan-
cy and the process of finding a new Vicar, but there are a
few general comments I'd like to make. Firstly, you will
all be in my prayers, especially over the coming year, but
for the rest of my life. My regular prayers include all the
parishes and institutions I have been part of and St
Mary's will always be in my prayers.

Secondly, much has been made in the news recently of
some dioceses apparently cutting parish clergy posts
while increasing the number of roles in middle-manage-
ment layers. I don't know the story in other dioceses, but
I'm glad to say that the Diocese of Guildford remains
committed to the vision of parish clergy in every parish
wherever possible. As recent data-based research has
shown, that is the greatest indicator for a parish being
able to grow. One takes for granted the idea that when
one Vicar leaves another will arrive, and sadly in some
places in the country that is not so, as parishes are
merged into even larger units. Of course, it's not all about
the paid clergy - what gives me most confidence in the
future of this church after I leave is firstly because I
know the Spirit of God is at work here; and secondly be-
cause of the gifted and committed people who really
make up what St Mary's is. For some, extra burdens will
be added during the vacancy. Please be understanding,
kind, and offer to help where you can. A new Vicar will
arrive with energy and dreams, and hoping to develop a
vision with you for the coming years. I hope everyone
will do their part to share the workload of the vacancy so
that no-one needs to be totally exhausted by the end of it.

My own hope and prayer is that when life returns to
normal, and lockdown restrictions are lifted, people will
want occasions to meet and come together more than ev-
er. People will wish to attract the great questions of life
and death, of God and of faith. People will long to know
their neighbours and be a part of something rooted in
their locality. The institution which is best placed to re-
spond to all these needs is the parish church. A generous



March 2021 Page 3Ewell Parish News

and welcoming church, offering glorious worship, ministry to all ages, and at home
among its community, will - by God's grace - have a bright future.
IN CHURCH IN MARCH

Once again, I am not able to say when and in what circumstances events in church
will begin again. The PCC agreed to review what we do again when the schools return,
which at the time of writing looks likely to be in March. However, this isn't to say the
PCC will judge that we can pass the risk assessment for any or all activities, it will de-
pend on a number of factors. Whatever can be done in that way, there is plenty planned
at St Mary's during March to take place online.

The Sunday 9:30am parish Eucharist will be streamed at
www.facebook.com/stmarysewell/live whether or not we are able to welcome in a con-
gregation in person. St Mary's Kidz will be at 11am each Sunday at
www.facebook.com/stmarysewell/videos and available to watch afterwards.

The Lent group, SOURCES OF ENCOURAGEMENT, will continue on Tuesday
evenings at 8-9pm using Zoom.

Each evening a short poem, painting, or piece of music which has been a source of
encouragement will be introduced followed by discussion and bible study. The March
sessions are:

2 March - Laura Kypre
9 March - Maggie Marsh
16 March - Wendy Paxman
23 March - Sue Ayling
All are welcome. You can join after the starting date and can attend as many or as few

as you like - if you have not already registered please email vicar@stmarysewell.com to
receive the Zoom invitation.

Our local celebration of the World Day of Prayer service (formerly Women's World
Day of Prayer) will be broadcast at 10am on Friday 5 March on Facebook.

On Tuesday 9 March the monthly Bach lunchtime recital will be broadcast at 1.05pm
on Facebook.

The next of our popular parish quizzes will be on Wednesday 10 March at 8pm, sign
up details will be in the Weekly Notes and in the mailing list nearer the time. Then the
second quiz of the month will be on Wednesday 24 March.

Sunday 14 March is Mothering Sunday, if we are able to make last-minute arrange-
ments to celebrate this in person, we will publicise, but otherwise please assume the
usual online Sunday services will be taking place as above.

On Saturday 27 March there is an evening organ recital played by Jonathan Holmes,
following which Holy Week begins on Sunday 28 March. Again, please look out for
information nearer the time about what form these events will take.

Your friend and Parish Priest

Russell Dewhurst

All Frames -
made in Our Studio
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CAFE
NESCOT
On Tuesdays in

term time, students
from NESCOT are
serving simple lunch-
es in our church hall
(London Rd, opposite
the church) between
12 and 1.30pm.

Soup, sandwiches,
salad, and cakes,
with tea, coffee, and
soft drinks.

Everyone welcome!

Soft Furnishings
Handmade curtains, blinds,
cushions and much more.

Measuring, estimating and,
if wanted, time spent

finding the right fabric,
all come free!

Recommendations provided
Telephone: 020 8393 1222
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To hire the Church Hall
please contact

020 8614 0714
or visit our website
www.stmarysewell.com
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OH! TO BE A BIRD

DEPUTY HALL MANAGER
5 hours per week, subject to review

Rate of pay - £13.85 per hour
A Deputy Hall Manager is required for Ewell Hall (formerly
known as St Mary’s Church Hall). The job is to ensure the

booking process and facilities provided are of a high
standard. Considerable flexibility will be needed dealing with

enquiries and visiting the hall at various times of day to
include evenings and weekends. Some computer home work

will also be necessary.
Closing date 15th March 2021

For further details or to have an informal conversation about the
position please contact Barbara Gibson-Sykes, the Ewell Hall

Manager Tel: 020 8614 0714 or email hall@stmarysewell.com

Since the first lockdown a year ago,
many people have come to appreciate
how enjoying nature can give us a
sense of well-being and those of us
privileged to have a garden have come
to value them even more. For me, my
garden is a place where heaven touches
earth and where God is very present.
Every day I seek to spend some time
simply sitting and watching the activity
of the blackbirds, blue tits, dunnocks,
great tits, robins and sparrows, as well
as the occasional coal tit and red wing.
It always lifts my spirits.

In his teaching, Jesus focusses our
direction on birds to help us take on
board how valuable we are to God and
the two gospel writers Luke and Mat-
thew have different ways of getting
across his message. In Luke 12.6-7. Je-
sus asks “Are not five sparrows sold for
two pennies?” but then comes the
punch line “Yet not one of them is for-
gotten in God's sight. But even the hairs
of your head are all counted. Do not be
afraid; you are of more value than
many sparrows." Sparrows are small,
without a musical song and their plum-
age is regarded by many as drab. (How
wrong they are – they can’t have

looked very closely!) Let us be encour-
aged by stopping and reflecting often
that if God cares for sparrows, which
may be insignificant compared to the
powerful eagle, the songful blackbird or
the colourful blue tit, how much more
does he care for us? In Matthew 6.26
Jesus tells us “Look at the birds of the
air; they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, and yet your Heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they?” The follow-
ing poem, written by Jane, Paula
Smith's twin sister and published in
EPN with her permission, encourages
us to take fully on board this teaching
of Jesus and to turn to God, our heaven-
ly Father “when panic rises, And fear
surrounds.”

Sue Ayling

Oh, to be a bird
At this worrying time!

If only we could
Stretch our wings and fly.
Fly away from the news

Of this virus.
To somehow escape

All that bombards us.

Life continues.
Nature is surviving.

Amidst the restrictions
Spring is arriving.

The birds have no fear
Of sickness or disease

As they build their nests
High up in the trees.

Jesus said our Father
Sees every bird.

He cares for each one
As their voices are heard.

Not one is forgotten
And neither are we,

For God understands
Our anxieties.

If God cares for the birds,
The flowers and the trees,
How much more will He

Protect you and me?
When panic rises

And fear surrounds
Remember to rest

In His everlasting arms.
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March sees us already well into Lent, the traditional time
for quiet reflection as we journey with Christ towards
Calvary and the cross. It is a time made even more difficult
this year as there continues to be so much uncertainty
surrounding the ongoing pandemic and questions about
when we may be able to return to some semblance of
normality in all aspects of our lives.

We are so used to planning days, weeks, and months
ahead that we find it difficult to simply live in the present
moment.

However, at the beginning of his earthly ministry, Jesus
deliberately went out into the wilderness, to break away
from the distractions of normal life in order to prepare
himself for what lay ahead.

So, Lord, we pray help us to draw near to you in
praise, stripping away all that distracts us from
worship.  Help us reflect on your faithfulness to God,
your rejection of worldly values and hold these thoughts
in our hearts throughout Lent and beyond. As we
journey through this period of Lent, help us to embrace
the uncertain.

Lord Jesus, you prayed and fasted. As your disciples,
teach us about spiritual discipline in our relationship
with you. May this Lent be a time of inward searching
that makes us more able to look with compassion at the
needs of the world. This period of global pandemic has
certainly presented each one of us with many desert-like
experiences, but we pray your help, O Lord, that we may
learn from these.

And finally, Lord, we ask that you may guide us
through the difficult days still to come, encouraging us
along the way. We pray as we move towards and
remember Calvary’s darkest day, that you will not
forsake us but lead us ever onwards and beyond with the
promise of the new, abundant, and eternal life which we
celebrate at Easter.

AMEN

FURTHER WINTERTIME
THOUGHTS ON GARDEN BIRDS

Readers may recall that, in my last article for EPN (Janu-
ary 2021 edition), I mentioned what a difficult time winter
can be for wildlife, including our familiar garden birds.
Unlike some other members of the animal kingdom, birds do
not hibernate (though I believe a few non-UK species such
as hummingbirds can go into a kind of torpor during times
when food is scarce). Hardship is caused not so much by
cold conditions as the difficulty in finding enough food and
drink. Insufficient food will weaken a bird, rendering it more
vulnerable to predation, and may hasten sickness and even
death. There are far fewer insects about, though on the other
hand you may notice how, in any warmish spell, swarms of
gnats suddenly appear especially over wet ground, and these
in turn are a bounty for many birds. But such times are very
much the exception to the rule. Another aspect of winter can
be prolonged frosts which make the earth iron-hard, and this
effectively cuts off worms and other soil invertebrates from
ground-feeding birds like the blackbird. Intense frost has
been known to freeze standing water even in Ewell or even
the edges of rivers and ponds. That makes life hard for
herons and kingfishers.

All the foregoing is, incidentally, the primary reason why
birds migrate. Insectivorous species, such as the swallow, fly
to southern Africa for the winter. But that is a point to
consider in the future.

If a bird that chooses to stay can manage to survive the
rigours of winter, it has a distinct advantage over those that
move away. It will be ideally placed when it comes to
finding a mate and for selecting the pick of territories. When
the migrants come back, they will have all this to do. This
accounts for some birds singing in full voice in the depths of
winter: they are already defending territories. One of these is
the great tit, whose song resembles a squeaky bicycle pump.
On a crisp, frosty day the smallest copse or belt of trees
resounds with their songs, as they declare to others in the
vicinity: "Here I am! Not dead yet!" It might be mid-winter
to us, but to these birds it is very much the breeding season.

In summary, many of us find pleasure in attracting birds
to our gardens; we can feel good about it at the same time.
Really anything we put out for them to eat in winter is
welcome: for some, such as our old friend the great tit, it can
make all the difference between life and death. Moreover,
this additional food will help keep them in robust health,
vital for the taxing weeks and months to come. We can
consider more on this topic next month.

I should point out that you very seldom find assorted birds
at a garden feeder all at the same time. Advertisements for
bird food make great play with these glossy pictures. In real
life, however, there is always a 'pecking order' and some
feisty species do not tolerate the presence of any other bird
alongside itself, even larger birds. It is a case of 'every bird
for itself'. Those unfortunate enough to be right at the bottom
of the pecking order adopt various strategies; for instance,
the tiny coal tit, which will quickly dash in, grab a beak-full
and dash away again to hide nearby. Here it will either eat
the morsel in peace, or cache it for later use.

TT
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Hi everyone,
During the month of March, we celebrate Lent. The season of Lent
lasts for 40 days and is a time when Christians reflect and prepare for
the celebration of Easter. During  Lent, many Christians fast, or go
without regular meals. They do this in memory of Jesus Christ, who
is said to have fasted for 40 days in the desert.

People, especially children associate Lent with a time of sacrifice,
self-discipline and withdrawal from their favourite candy and treats
and often do not look forward to it. But, have you ever thought of Lent
as a yearly second chance? Each year we are given six weeks to take
a long, loving look at our lives to see if our values and priorities are in
line with God’s desires for us. Often, we find the we have wandered
from God’s path and therefore Lent becomes that second chance, or
do-over, to “return to God with our whole heart.”

One of the things that we as ST MARY'S KIDZ are going to focus
on this Lent, is REFLECTION. There are many ways that we can
reflect as Christians and I have given you some focus ideas below.

R- Rejoice in God's love for you
E- Enjoy your time spent with family and friends
F- Find a quiet space to be with God
L- Listen
E- Engage with your surroundings
C- Centre yourself
T- Talk to God daily
I-  Invest in time with God
O- Open up your heart
N- Notice what is happening in your life

The Church of England has a great resource on their website called
#LIVELENT Family Reflections and the theme for this year is God's
story, Our story. They have some really amazing ideas and activities
for you and your family to get involved in over the period of Lent, so
make sure to go and check it out.

You can also go and listen to a variety of worship songs on
YOUTUBE or Spotify. This is a great way to appreciate, rejoice and
worship God and there is a type of tune for every kind of person, so
no matter what type of worship music you are into, there is something
special for you. Why not share your faves with your family and
explain what it means to you and listen, reflect and spend time with
God whilst you do so?

Or why not say this prayer together?
Invite us deeper (author unknown)

Almighty and ever living God, you invite us deeper into your
world, your people, your Lent. May this time be one of out-
ward focus; seeking you in those we often ignore. Help us live
a Lent focused on freedom, generosity and encounter. Give us
hearts hungry to serve you and those who need what we have
to give.

Use this time to get to know God. Use this time to focus on His
glory. Use this time to appreciate His blessings and most impor-
tantly, use this time to reflect on the most incredible gift God gave
to us, His beloved son Jesus, who died so that we can restore our
broken relationship with God. HOW TRULY BLESSED WE
ARE!!

Keep well and have a safe and blessed Lent season,
Sandi Keen

Children and Families worker
families@stmarysewell.com

FROM OUR CHILDREN &
FAMILIES WORKER

Each day as I go out for my daily walk I pass
the house of Chris who is a volunteer at the Food-
bank at Ruxley Lane. He has kindly agreed to
write a piece for the EPN giving an account of his
time spent while on duty.

My Foodbank Day
I volunteer on Wednesdays at the Epsom &

Ewell Foodbank. The need over the past 12
months, locally, has increased from 5,000 (2019)
to 12,500 people. My main role is to receive
incoming donations, from supermarket boxes,
community groups and individuals. I enjoy meet-
ing those donating and seeing their joy of contrib-
uting. I then sort items by type and date and
replenish stock for other volunteers who are pack-
ing food and toiletries for home delivery.

Each Tuesday I deliver to homes, as one of our
team of 40 volunteer drivers. I visit 2 to 3 homes
and each receive a carrier bag of fresh food and 3
to 4 boxes of food and toiletries. Last week the
team delivered to 99 homes (286 people). We
cover Banstead and Leatherhead as well as local-
ly. The packages are always received with much
thanks, which is of course not for us but for those
who so very kindly donate.

Chris Harper

The current needs are: long life sponge pud-
dings, breakfast cereal (not porridge), washing up
liquid, meat pies, tinned potatoes, powdered milk,
pasta/beans with meat, tinned vegetables (not
pulses), sugar (500g bags), shaving foam, female
deodorant, toilet rolls and tinned fish.

Please no more of these items: baked beans,
pasta, pulses, cleaning products, tinned soup,
tinned tomatoes, tea bags, porridge and
jam/honey/marmalade/spread.

As ever, thanks for your support.
DB

FOOD BANK WISH LIST

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FRIDAY, 5 MARCH

This year, the World Day of Prayer service will not
be held in church due to the Covid -19 restrictions,
instead it is being recorded and shown on line. It can be
found on the St Mary’s Facebook and YouTube sites.
Both can be accessed on https://linktr.ee/StMarysEwell
For further details about the service, see the February
edition of Ewell Parish News, both online and in the
paper copy.

The National Committee of WDP is encouraging
people who cannot see the service online to read through
the service on their own at 10.30 am on Friday 5th, so
that they can feel connected to the wider movement. If
you would like to have a service booklet, please phone
me on 020 8224 5035 and I will endeavour to get one to
you.

Dorothy Baxter
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Barbara Jean Abdy (nee Gwyer) was born in August
1928 in Loughton, Essex to a gentle civil servant and a
gregarious milliner.   Her parents had met through family
connections - his brother was married to her sister, so
naturally the two couples
and their children (Barba-
ra and her 'double cousin'
Alfred) remained close
throughout their lives.

In 1930, the Gwyers
moved to a brand new
housing estate in
Hornchurch, near Rom-
ford, where Barbara at-
tended Park Lane School.
With typical modesty, she
described herself as a doc-
ile, law-abiding pupil,
who by working consci-
entiously - rather than by
brains - was always top or second in her class.

Although she was an only child, Barbara claimed to
never feel lonely. Her mother was one of 12 children; her
father had five brothers and a sister, so there was no
shortage of cousins to play with. Summer holidays were
generally spent in Hampshire with one of her mother's
siblings. Barbara had happy memories of reading a book
up an apple tree while her cousins rampaged below!

When war broke out in 1939, Barbara was staying
with her Aunt Leslye in Cheriton, and it was deemed
safer for her to stay away from London for a while. Then,
in the summer of 1940 her father was seconded to the
Ministry of Works, first in Manchester, then Liverpool,
then Rhyll; so Barbara and her parents moved to West
Kirby in the Wirral. Although it was a culture shock
moving up north, they grew to love the area and the
friendliness of the people.

Barbara left school at 18 and joined the Civil Service
as an Executive Officer. She moved back down to Lon-
don, living in a series of women's hostels on the New
Kent Road, Baker Street and Primrose Hill (not as chichi
as it is today!) She enjoyed exploring London and made
some lifelong friends, although the work was often dull,
and she dreaded managing older and sometimes fear-
some colleagues.

In 1950 Barbara moved into the top storey of a house
in Woodford, shared with her parents, cousin Alfred and
his wife.  A few years later she met Charles Abdy at a
play-reading group, instantly feeling 'at home' in his
company. They married in March 1956, and bought their
first house in Woodford in 1958.

Son Richard was born in 1959, followed by daughter
Margaret (Meg) in 1962.  In 1970, the family moved to
neighbouring Chingford, where Barbara trained as an
audio typist, working first at the Tax Inspectorate and
then the Town Hall. This extra money helped pay for

many happy holidays in the UK and across Europe.
The family would pile into their Austin 1100, groaning
with camping gear, clothes for every eventuality and
several weeks' supply of food. Charles and Barbara

were in their element on
these trips - they delight-
ed in new cultures and
spectacular scenery.

In the early 1980s Bar-
bara and Charles moved
to the Nonsuch Estate in
Ewell. This was initially
seen as a staging post
while Charles commuted
to London, but having
got to know the place
and the people, they nev-
er left.  For the first five
years Barbara threw her-
self into local life: a

women's choir, antiques and collectibles classes,
combing Seymour's Garden Centre for plants and vol-
unteering at the Oxfam shop on Ewell High Street. She
worked at the shop for over 20 years, always preferring
the hard work in the storeroom to the public-facing
front of house.

After Charles retired, they became actively involved
in Epsom & Ewell History and Archaeology Society
(then the Nonsuch Antiquarian Society), going on
many long walks (Box Hill was a firm favourite) and
reconnaissance trips for Charles's local history books
and talks.

As each turned 80, Charles, then Barbara became
more frail, so they decided to move closer to Ewell
Village.  Holman Court was the natural - and in Barba-
ra's mind the only choice. She loved the 1930s archi-
tecture and the spacious gardens, and soon began
tending the flowerbeds on their side of the property
(although her desire for a 'cottage-style' garden may
have been at odds with the more manicured surround-
ings!)

It was at this point that they began attending St
Mary's. Charles and Barbara developed huge respect -
and fondness - for Russell, Sue, Patrick and the rest of
the team, and made some good friends in the congrega-
tion, especially David Slattery, Sybil and Norman
Hale.

After Charles died in January 2014 the church be-
came even more important to Barbara. Although her
natural inclination was to stay at home with a good
book (or ten!) her efforts to stay involved in services,
open days, fairs and concerts - as well as the Wednes-
day coffee mornings - gave her much-needed fellow-
ship and a sense of purpose. Although she was unable
to attend over the past year, she remained committed
and grateful to the community she shared with you.

BARBARA ABDY 1928 - 2020
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THE ECO-GROUP'S
TIPS

 FOR MARCH

Make an eco resolution
How can we become better at caring for creation and

improving our lifestyles and the lives of others through
healthy, eco-friendly and sustainable living? If you have
been meaning for a while to switch to green energy,
(https://bigcleanswitch.org/tearfund/ ), go plastic free
(https://arocha.org.uk/meet-the-community-tom-g/ ) or
flight free (https://flightfree.co.uk/take_action/ ) or try a
vegan diet (https://arocha.org.uk/veganuary-with-the-
youngs/ ), then now is a good time to start or to give
something up that benefits nature and helps address cli-
mate change.

If you have any ideas you'd like to feed in or a favourite
tip to share please get in touch with the Reverend Sue
Ayling:

assistantpriest@stmarysewell.com or 020 8337 6347.

UPDATE FROM OUR
CHURCHWARDENS

Following the announcement that Russell will be leav-
ing St Mary’s in April, you are aware that we have had an
on-line meeting with the Archdeacon to set out the proc-
ess for appointing a new incumbent.  The PCC, together
with other key members of the team at St Mary’s, will be
having an on-line meeting with Danny Wignall, the Mis-
sion Enabler from the Diocese, on Sunday 28 March. The
purpose of this meeting is to review the hopes and aspira-
tions of St Mary’s leading to agreeing our Parish Profile
and Statement of Need, which will be the key documents
for attracting a new incumbent with the necessary quali-
ties for St Mary’s to flourish and grow in the years ahead.

Although it is not possible for all of you to participate
in this meeting, we would ask for your thoughts and
prayers to ensure that this stage of the process is success-
ful and that we are truly guided in the right direction.
However, once the draft Parish Profile and Statement of
Need has been completed we will then be sending this out
to the wider congregation for further consultation, to
ensure that everyone is able to contribute to this process
and that the final document is a true reflection of what St
Mary’s is and wants to be in the future.

You can expect to receive further updates as things
progress, at least on a monthly basis, not only in the
Weekly Notes but also in the EPN and letter from the
Ministry Team which goes out to those not able to access
information in any other way.

If we are strong in faith, hope and trust, and also in our
prayers for what we desire, it must surely become a reality.

Valerie Wood
Nicholas Allsopp
Churchwardens

REPORT FROM THE PCC
At their ordinary meeting on 26 January, the PCC

discussed the forthcoming interregnum at length, with
concern being voiced about the probable length of time
before an appointment is possible.

News from the Finance team was slightly better this
month, thanks to a few large donations and some cost
cutting exercises. Treasurer, John Baker has made an
application for a grant available for listed buildings and is
investigating the possibility of a grant from Epsom and
Ewell Borough Council.

Russell reported that live streamed services continue to
attract large numbers each week. It is intended to continue
livestreaming services post lockdown and into the future
for those who cannot attend church in person.

Please contact Russell if you would be willing to join a
rota to operate the AV system – training will be given!

The Hall Working Party continues to make progress
with advertising the venue and building the website.
Indeed, the new banner outside the Hall has attracted quite
a few enquiries. Plans are in motion to investigate the
employment of a Deputy Hall Manager for a few hours a
week. This will be funded by the revenue raised following
the relaunch of the Hall later this year.

Russell reported that the scaffolding was up for work to
repair the roof. This should be completed in two weeks
(subject to the weather).

Some of the unsafe headstones have been laid down,
prior to a final decision being made as to the next steps.

Liz Divall
PCC Secretary

FROM THE PARISH
REGISTERS

FUNERALS
In sure and certain hope (BCP Burial rite)

          26 January           Malcolm Pitstow, aged 97
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Regular readers will know about the on-going series of
lunchtime recitals presented by St. Mary’s Director of Music,
Jonathan Holmes, who is working on a lifelong ambition, to
play all the organ works of J.S. Bach on the Willis organ. The
next in the series took place on Tuesday 19 January. Once
again there was no live audience present owing to the pan-
demic. Three works were on the programme.

First off, a lovely piece, the Trio Sonata No. 3 in D
minor, BWV 527. Hands up all readers who know what a
trio sonata is! Based on this one, they all deserve to be far
better known.  As the name implies, a trio sonata is a compo-
sition in sonata form (more about this some other time)
consisting of three movements written in three parts which,
of course, suits the organ with its two manuals plus pedals.
Our organ has three manuals, not two, which gives greater
freedom to the performer. To my knowledge, composers
nowadays do not write trio sonatas but in the eighteenth
century all composers wrote them including Handel and,
above all, Bach. All six trio sonatas Bach composed date
from the Leipzig years, probably in the late1720s.

At this point, I should digress to answer a query that has
been put to me. Readers may wonder what the significance is
of the BWV number which is always included in the title of
any composition by Bach. Don’t be put off by it. It is only a
catalogue number. The initials actually stand for ‘Bach
Werke Verzeichnis’ which is German for ‘Catalogue of
Bach’s Works’. Hence the trio sonata just referred to is listed
in the catalogue as BWV 527.

When we come to the final item, the Toccata and Fugue
in D minor ‘Dorian’ is given the number BWV 538. That
means it is not the same as the famous Toccata and Fugue in
D minor – same key. In the catalogue the famous one is
BWV 565 whereas this one is BWV 538. Much of Bach’s
organ music was composed in the years before he went to
Leipzig, most probably while he was at Weimar. It is called
‘Dorian’ because for some reason Bach did not write a key
signature - that is, the device put by the composer at the start
to indicate which key the piece is in. Lack of a key signature
sometimes means the music is in what are called ‘modes’,
like a lot of folk music, but in this case the music is clearly in
the key of D minor.

By way of total contrast, the second piece in the pro-
gramme was a Chorale Prelude, Schmücke dich o liebe
Seele BWV 654.  The title translates as ‘Adorn yourself, O
dear soul’ and this adornment is clearly audible in Bach’s
remarkably florid accompaniment to the chorale melody.
Today, no less than in Bach’s time, this is a familiar hymn at
a Lutheran church service, usually sung during Communion.
In England we know it in Catherine Winkworth’s English
translation of 1858,’Deck thyself my soul in gladness’.

Further Bach recitals take place on the following dates:
Tuesday 9 March (lunchtime); Saturday 27 March, 7.30 pm;
Tuesday 13 April (lunchtime)

TT

J S BACH RECITAL
Tuesday 19 January 2021

First of all we would like to wish all our supporters
a belated, but very sincere, Happy New Year.  Yes,
we know only too well about all the problems that
face us all at the moment but we are also determined
to remain positive throughout 2021.

We have had to cancel our trip to visit the school
in March because of the ongoing Foreign Office
restrictions on travel which are likely to be in place
for some time to come.  Next visit is scheduled for
November so we hope and pray we can get out to the
school by then.

 The Gambia still has relatively low rates of virus
infections but they have had a few cases of the more
virulent strain so we can but pray that it does not
spread.  The school is fully operative and a recent
inspection by the Ministry of Education was very
happy with all the safety aspects that are in place.
The only requirement they have imposed is to have
security staff on the school gates to check tempera-
tures of all who enter the school, children and adults
and to make sure that hand washing is carried out and
masks worn.  It is a further financial burden but we
have been so blessed with recent donations that we
are able to fund the guard for the time being.

We are looking to repair, or renew, about half the
laptops in the ICT suite as they are now three years
old and, with constant use by young fingers are
rapidly coming to the end of serviceable life!  We
have also just replaced the schools printer and
shipped out boxes of sanitizer and face masks.

Buying folding exam desks in UK and shipping
out is high on our list for this year but we are waiting
for a month or two to make sure there isn't another
school closure imposed by the government which
would mean our funding the teachers’ pay again.

Your support is wonderful and so are all your
prayers.

God Bless
Revd John Baxter
Chair of Trustees

Email: BACSECT@virginmedia.com

BACSECT NEWS No 3
January 2021
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All roofing and guttering repairs
30 years experience covering
Worcester Park and close by

Valleys, Bays etc.
All new work guaranteed

Free estimates
Special rates to O.A.P.s

J L Hellings & Son
Tel: 020 8788 1459

100 Kingsmead Avenue
Worcester Park KT4 8UT

ALFRED & EWART LONGHURST
FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS
m A complete, caring professional service
m Estimates and advice freely given for funerals and memorials
m Flexible pre-paid funeral plan - details on request

21-23, KINGSTON ROAD, EWELL 020 8393 1077
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All advertising enquiries to epn@stmarysewell.com

If you are looking for a local care home
“Where your Future Matters”

Look no further than
Priory Court in Ewell village, Epsom

Please feel welcome to visit anytime or call to speak to
one of our friendly team to discuss your care needs

Tel: 020 8393 0137
www.futurecaregroup.com

Improving homes inside and out

Oakdene Home Services
Home Maintenance

Painting & Decorating, Gardening & General DIY

Roger Phillips

TELEPHONE: 07831 663 323
EMAIL:  oakdenehomeservices@gmail.com

ST. MARY’S ON-LINE QUIZZES
We hold on-line quizzes using Zoom, usually on
Wednesday  evenings. These have proved very popu-
lar and are fun for all the family, so why not join us?
The next two quizzes will be on Wednesday 10 March
and Wednesday 24 March.

You will need to register using links provided in the
Weekly Notes, the Vicar’s weekly email to our main
mailing list, on our website and on Facebook. For
more details please email zoom@stmarysewell.com.

As with most churches and charities, the current
situation has reduced St Mary's income consider-
ably.
Thank you to all those whose regular giving contin-
ues to support St Mary's: it is much appreciated.
If you would like to make an online one-off gift,
large or small, it will be very gratefully received by
St Mary's. Please visit:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donation-
web/charity?charityId=1006677
This link is also on our website.
It is also possible to pay by text message.
Text EWELL 6 to 70085 to donate £6. Change the 6
to the amount you’d like to give, up to EWELL 20
to give £20. Texts cost your donation plus one stan-
dard rate message.

If you would like to support St Mary’s by regular
giving, the easiest way to do this is through
the Parish Giving Scheme, which is a simple and
secure method for parishes to receive donations
by direct debit. You can now register for and ad-
minister your giving online here:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-
your-parish/ewell-st-mary-the-virgin-epsom/
or you can use this QR code

The scheme allows you to amend your giving at
any time. It handles gift aid automatically and at
no cost to St Mary’s.

GIVING TO ST MARYS


