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Sue, one of our Assistant Priests, writes
At the risk of repeating myself and telling you something you already know, I love my garden! It makes me
smile inside whether I’m sitting reading a book or walking
round imagining a new planting design or working at
putting in the plants or watching the activity of the birds
and the occasional butterfly from inside my house! If I’m
feeling out of sorts being out in nature lifts my spirits and
helps me get things into perspective again. For me God is
quietly present in the variety of the colours, the scents and
the shapes – what an amazing imagination he has!
At this time of the year, there’s so much growth and
movement, even from day to day. The trees that shed their
leaves during winter are beginning to transform brown to
green with their new buds and the plants that died right
back, that I planted last year and have forgotten about, are
shooting up much stronger than before – such a lovely surprise! Springtime is a wonderful time of promise, probably especially this year when the past twelve months have
been such a struggle. There have been many acts of kindness and of supreme commitment and courage. But from
the conversations I share in, for many people life seems to
have been dark for so very long.
I’ve been reflecting on the fact that as humans we don’t
have the annual cycle of dying and new life that we see
around us in nature, at least not physically. However, we
all face times of darkness in our lives and there may be occasions when something within us has to die before there
can be new life; and we move forward stronger than we
were before, both in our faith and in the people we are.
Only a few weeks ago we were recalling the emotional
turmoil that Jesus goes through in the Garden of Gethsemane and as he hangs dying in agony on a cross. St Matthew tells us there is darkness over the whole land from
noon until mid-afternoon (chapter 27 verse 45). Then there
is the confusion of the disciples, now their leader is dead
and their fear, locking themselves in a room, hiding away
from the religious leaders.
Over the next few days the darkness is pushed away by
the light after the discovery of the empty tomb – the risen
Jesus meets Mary Magdalen in a different garden and the
two disciples recognise him in the breaking of the bread as
he shares a meal with them in Emmaus! So when Jesus
leaves to return to his heavenly Father his disciples are
much stronger than they were before and able to receive
his great commission to go and make all the nations into
disciples, encouraged by his promise ‘I am with you every
single day to the end of the age.’ (Matthew 28 verses 1920)
As I touched on earlier, as a nation we have been going
through a time of darkness with the COVID-19 pandemic
– many people have been bereaved and are missing someone they have loved; others have lost jobs or their businesses have collapsed; children and students have suffered
a major disruption to their education and studying; many
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people have experienced severe isolation and mental ill health is a cause for concern as
well as the implications of long-COVID. We have the promise that gradually the light is
returning, though the future is uncertain.
At St Mary’s there may be the temptation to think that without a vicar we’ll be
going through a time of darkness. We have grown so much as a church through
Russell’s ministry and it is inevitable that initially it may be a bumpy ride as we
learn to adapt to life without him. Also, we may have to let go of some things
we’ve done in the past or do them differently. But St Mary’s has been through
many vacancies in the past and we have a strong and committed congregation
and Ministry Team. For the future we can look forward to sharing ministry with
a new vicar to serve God. Until then, together we are the body of
Christ uniquely called to share God’s love with our families,
friends, neighbours and the community of Ewell. We have the
encouragement of Jesus’ promise ‘I am with you every single
day.’ and the knowledge that as people ‘who know the Lord is
gracious’ – in God’s time – we shall move forward stronger than
we were before, both in our faith, in the people we are and as a church.

EASTER
Soft Furnishings
Handmade curtains, blinds,
cushions and much more.
Measuring, estimating and,
if wanted, time spent
finding the right fabric,
all come free!
Recommendations provided
Telephone: 020 8393 1222
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On Tuesdays in
term time, students
from NESCOT are
serving simple lunches in our church hall
(London Rd, opposite
the church) between
12 and 1.30pm.
Soup, sandwiches,
salad, and cakes,
with tea, coffee, and
soft drinks.
Everyone welcome!

Little did we think last year, when Holy Week and Easter were unique in Christian history, with services being livestreamed for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Day
that COVID-19 restrictions would still be in place in 2021. This year a service of Evening
Prayer was live-streamed on Maundy Thursday and the church was open for three hours
on Good Friday for private prayer, with the Stations of the Cross outside in the churchyard. Having assessed the risks and the Government roadmap the PCC voted to open the
church for the 9.30am service on the great festival of Easter Day so that people could receive Holy Communion. Places had to be ‘booked’ in advance and on the day there were
74 socially distanced worshippers. That was the service when we sadly said good-bye to
Russell - see Maggie writes on page 4. The service was also live-streamed and as at 13
April there had been 516 views. There was a ‘live’ Easter egg hunt around the church on
Easter Day and St Mary’s Kidz was live-streamed at 11am with 60 views to date. Many
thanks for all the work from the members of our church – those who managed the service
in church and operated the AV system and those who put together the video and music for
St Mary’s Kidz.

IN CHURCH IN MAY
I’m delighted to let you know that it is hoped that we will return to the Sunday 9:30am
parish Eucharist weekly service with a congregation for the great festival of Pentecost on
23 May and thereafter. Also that Sunday services will continue to be streamed at
www.facebook.com/stmarysewell/live whether or not we are able to welcome in a congregation in person. St Mary's Kidz will be at 11am each Sunday at
www.facebook.com/stmarysewell/videos and available to watch afterwards. In the meantime, there is lots happening on-line.
On Saturday 1 May at 7.30pm there is an evening organ recital played by Jonathan
Holmes.
The next of our popular parish quizzes will be on Wednesday 5 May at 8pm, sign up
details will be in the Weekly Notes and in the mailing list nearer the time. Then the second
quiz of the month will be on Wednesday 26 May.
On Thursday 13 May at 8pm there will be a service of Holy
continued on page 5

To hire Ewell Hall
please visit our website
ewellhall.uk
or contact 020 8614 0714
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William as they embark on this new chapter in their lives, asking for God to bless
them in all their endeavours.
Russell received two farewell gifts
from the congregation. Kalli gave him a
book containing the personal comments
from so many of us, together with photos,
which she had so thoughtfully put together. The Mayor, Councillor Humphrey
Reynolds, looking wonderful in his full
Mayoral regalia, with his wife Gill wearing her Chain of Office, presented Russell
with his own personal copy of the Record
of St Mary’s Furnishings, which has been
meticulously prepared over the last fourplus years by The Arts Society, Epsom.
There was also a beautiful bouquet for
Elaine, and a gift for William.
You will be pleased to know that St
Mary’s, too, has a copy of the Record of
Furnishings to keep in church, and we are
so grateful to The Arts Society for their
care in making such a magnificent record.
(See page 7 for more details of the book
and the presentation of the copy for the
church.) It is a remarkable treasure which
can be added to in the future as our history
unfolds.
At times like these there is a very strong
sense of history unfolding, as much in the
life of the church as in our own lives. Life
is never static, and the past year has been
remarkable in so many ways, both desperately tragic and painful, yet also inspiring
as a time when the community have
pulled together, showing great courage

and concern for one another in the face of
adversity.
The events of Holy Week and Easter
speak so poignantly to the reality of our
human condition, for all experiences are
there, from injustice, betrayal and unspeakable brutality, to tenderness, gentleness, courage and, above all, the
remarkable power of love, which cannot
ultimately be extinguished, even by death,
and transforms what is seemingly hopeless into new life and hope.
As we move into a future which is as
yet uncertain, the Hymn of St Patrick is
perhaps a fitting one for us to carry with
us into the forthcoming vacancy, as we
walk together with our Lord into a future
which is as yet unknown to us, but known
to Him
Christ be with me.
Christ within me
Christ behind me
Christ before me
Christ beside me
Christ to win me
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me
Christ above me
Christ in quiet
Christ in danger
Christ in hearts of all that love me
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
If I can be of help in any way during this
time, please do let me know.
Maggie

THE CHURCHWARDENS WRITE an appreciation from Russell on page 6)

The process of appointing a new incumbent to replace Russell is continuing, with
the Zoom meeting between the PCC and
Danny Wignall (Diocese Mission Enabler)
having taken place last month, and by now
the PCC parish representatives will have
been appointed to compile the Parish Profile and Statement of Need in consultation
with the congregation. Once the draft has
been approved by the PCC it will then be
sent to the diocese for comment and their
approval. The timing of the vacancy being
advertised can then be confirmed, which
will be dependent upon the date being
offered by the diocese for interviews. In
the meantime we can confirm that we have
secured officiants for all 09:30 services
until after September including Bishop Jo
for our Patronal Festival on 12 September.
The APCM will also take place as usual
which will be on Sunday 30 May and more
information on this will be issued nearer
the time. We continue to work closely
both with the Area Dean and our own
Clergy Team to ensure that everything
continues to run effectively during the vacancy.
Valerie Wood & Nicholas Allsopp

MAGGIE WRITES…
What an eventful Easter we have had, a
mixture of sadness that Russell left as our
Vicar on Easter Day, yet with all the
promise of new life ahead which Easter
brings. We will all miss Russell very
much, and his last celebration of the
Eucharist with us on Sunday will, I’m
sure, linger in our memories for a long
time.
Sue joined those who were fortunate
enough to be in the congregation in
church and I watched the livestream from
home, joining all those who, for whatever
reason, were unable to be there in person,
including Russell’s mother, Sue, from
Stockport. The sense of warmth and love
which surrounded Russell was tangible,
both in the church building and for those
of us watching on-line. On behalf of all of
us, Sue prayed for Russell, Elaine and

As you know, Russell held his last service at St Mary’s on Easter Sunday before
moving on to further his studies and we
look forward to seeing the results of this in
the form of beneficial changes to Canon
Law in the years to come! Russell’s greatest legacy was probably the scope of services and activities which he introduced so
enthusiastically encompassing a wide
range of ages and styles of worship, as
well as guiding us to the forefront in the
use of technology which has served us so
well during the periods of Covid restrictions and will very much continue to do so
in the future. We can only express our
sincere thanks to Russell and wish him and
his family all the very best and many
blessings for the future. It was good that
those with Zoom were able to join Russell
and Elaine for virtual 'drinks at the Vicarage' for half an hour later that day, when
we again wished them farewell until we
meet again ….. maybe at one of our Social
Dinners - or even for Russell to come and
preach to us one Sunday!
We were very sad to see Kalli Pasqualucci end her role as Publicity Officer (see

and she more than deserved the flowers
and 'Thank You' card sent on behalf of all
the congregation. But it is not goodbye,
it's more a case of we hope she will enjoy
being part of the church without always
seeing the events through the lens of a
camera or thinking about how to advertise
on social media! We are pleased to welcome Laura Oldfield, who has been appointed to look after St Mary's social
media - Facebook, Mailchimp and so on
(not as a general rule photography, posters, etc). We are also pleased that Barb
Warwick has been appointed as Deputy
Hall Manager (see page 8).
By the time of publication it will be
some 4 weeks before we can all finally
meet again in church at Pentecost. To all
of those who have enabled on-line services and other activities to take place we can
only express our deepest gratitude, which
have also been a catalyst for extending the
reach of St Mary’s much further out into
the wider community than was previously
possible with around 50 households connected on-line to the 09:30 service on
many Sundays.
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SHOULD WE FEED BIRDS ? - part 2
Do you remember my last article in EPN, where I quoted the song
'Feed the Birds' from the show 'Mary Poppins?.We began a discussion of the rights and wrongs (if any) of putting out food for wild
birds; the current thinking is that, on the whole, feeding is beneficial
for them.
The next question is, ought we to put out food for them all year
round? Could there be any potential harm in doing so, especially,
perhaps, to chicks? Should we stop feeding them at some point, and,
if so, when? One idea that has been mooted is that, by spring, there
should be enough food out in the wild, as it were. What the nature of
that food in the wild is surely depends on factors such as the weather,
type of habitat and the particular needs of an individual bird species,
whether it is a seed-eater, insectivorous or any other combination.
As I sit here writing this article, spring has arrived though admittedly we are experiencing a cold snap right now - a not uncommon
event at this time of year. By the time you come to read it, spring
birdsong will be approaching its zenith. In my experience early rising
- 4.30 a.m. is good - on a May morning it is ideal for visiting places
in the borough where we can listen to the dawn chorus. Here all the
birds are loudly proclaiming 'Here I am! Still here! Not dead yet!'
By 9.00 we can go home as something of a lull sets in; after all, they
need to recruit their energy for the next bout of singing. The purpose
of such prolonged intensive singing is two-fold. Firstly, they are
advertising their presence, to deter any would-be intruder; and secondly, they are defending the territories they have chosen plus, with
luck, defending their mates from the attentions of other males.
All this strenuous physical activity, maintained without pause for
three or four months, takes its toll. Female birds, too, require the
stamina to build up their reserves ready for the strenuous production
and incubation of eggs. It follows that any additional food is important and, no doubt, welcome to both males and females alike.
May I make a slight digression here? In recent years it has been
recognised that a surprising number of female birds will - even when
sitting on eggs - slip away from the nest when their mate is not
looking and furtively join another nearby male for a quick extramarital 'affair'. But that is a subject for another time.
In summary, the longer we can continue putting out protein-rich
food for birds the better. Certain seed-eating species, such as the
Greenfinch, a familiar garden bird which does not eat insects, really
need as much of this supplementary food as possible.
In next month's EPN, we can consider what constitutes the right
sort of food for chicks and adults alike.
TT
Sue writes, continued from page 3
Communion live-streamed
from church to celebrate Ascension Day, which is an often forgotten festival but an important one on the fortieth day during the fifty
days between Easter and Pentecost.
On Tuesday 18 May the monthly Bach lunchtime recital will be
broadcast at 1.05pm on Facebook.
Social coffee will be on 9 and 23 May. Again, sign up details
will be in the Weekly Notes and in the mailing list nearer the time.
Keep a look out in the Weekly Notes for more information about
each event.
Not everything is online. The church will be open for private
prayer on Thursdays from 5.30 to 630 pm until further notice.
Next month, Maggie, our other Assistant Priest at St Mary's, will
be writing this letter. Between us we'll be taking three of the four
9.30am Sunday services each month with a visitor covering the other Sunday.
You are all in my prayers.
Sue Ayling

What does it mean to you?
Most of us have grown
up with the Lord’s
Prayer. It was the
prayer that Jesus taught
his disciples when they
asked him how they
should pray. It may be
one of the few prayers
we know by heart, but
we need to let its
words live in our hearts
and minds. I
discovered this
unattributed offering in
a church in Devon,
when on holiday prior to the pandemic.

Our Father who art in heaven
Don’t say ‘Father’ if you don’t behave like a son or
daughter. Don’t say ‘Our’ if you only ever think of
yourself.

Hallowed be thy name
Don’t say ‘hallowed’ if you don’t honour that name.

Thy kingdom come
Don’t say ’Thy kingdom come’ if you are weighed
down only with material considerations.

Thy will be done
Don’t say ‘Thy will be done’ if you don’t accept the
hard bits.

On earth as it is Heaven
Don’t say ‘As it is in heaven’ if you only ever think
about earthly matters.

Give us this day our daily bread
Don’t say ‘Our daily bread’ if you have no concern
for the hungry or the homeless.

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us
Don’t say ‘Forgive us our trespasses’ if you remain
angry with others.

Lead us not into temptation
Don’t say ‘lead us not into temptation’ if you intend to
continue sinning.

But deliver us from evil
Don’t say ‘deliver us from evil’ if you won’t make a
stand against injustice.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory for ever and ever. AMEN
Don’t say ‘Amen’ without considering the words of
your prayer.
Lord, help me to truly think about the words
that I pray. Help me to mean the words that
I pray. Help me to live the words that I pray.

AMEN

Page 6 May 2021

FROM OUR CHILDREN &
FAMILIES WORKER
Hello everyone,
What an exciting Easter we have had this year. A much
happier one than last year, as we were able to hold some of
our family favourites in the church yard. On Good Friday, we
invited our families to come along to Stations of the Cross
which was beautifully assembled by Kathie. It is an incredible
opportunity for families to be a part of the journey that Jesus
took leading up to his death. It also allows us the opportunity
to give thanks and appreciation for the greatest gift He has
given us. The gift of being forgiven for our sins, so that we
can go to heaven and live eternally with God, forever. How
beautiful is that! We had a number of families eagerly join us
for this special event and it was lovely to see everyone in
person.
On Easter Sunday, we held an Easter egg hunt with a twist.
Linda came up with a great idea of having a hidden message
hunt whereby a number of egg cut outs were placed around
the churchyard for families to go and find. Each time they
found an egg, they would have to write down the letter shown
on the egg. At the end of the hunt, once they had found all the
eggs, they had to unscrambled the words to try and make a
sentence. There were two sentences that the families needed
to figure out. The first one was CHRIST HAS RISEN! and the
second one was HAPPY EASTER! We had a very good
response to this activity and much fun was had by all those
who attended. A special thank you to all of those who joined
us on these amazing days.
We have a number of exciting things coming in the Summer term, so keep checking our St Mary's Kidz Facebook
page, the St Mary's Ewell website and my weekly mail for
more information.
All the best,
Sandi
Children and Families worker
families@stmarysewell.com

One of our Vicar’s last engagements was to introduce
the minute’s silence in Epsom Town Centre on Tuesday
23 March, the anniversary of the first lockdown. The
silence was led by the Worshipful the Mayor of Epsom
and Ewell, Humphrey Reynolds, and the Mayoress, Gill
Reynolds, members of St Mary’s congregation.
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FOOD BANK WISH LIST
After a cold start to April, we all look forward to the
warmer, brighter days of summer in hope for better times
ahead. As life begins to slowly return to normal after the
difficult days of lockdown, we hope that people who have
lost their jobs during the past months will be able to find new
employment which will enable them to support themselves
and their families. Nevertheless we need to continue to
support the vital work of the Foodbank by our ongoing
donations for those who will struggle to feed themselves and
their families in the coming months.
Current needs: marmalade/honey, custard, dried pasta n
sauce, tinned vegetables, tinned meat, coffee, washing
powder/liquid/tabs, shower gel and hair conditioner.
Not needed items: pulses, tinned tomatoes, sweetcorn,
porridge and sanitary pads/tampons.
Thank you for your continuing support.
DB

DAY FOR ALL
ADVANCED NOTICE
This year, Day For All will be held on Saturday 2 October.
It is proposed to have a competition for the most amusing
misshapen vegetable grown by children or adults. This advanced notice is to give you ample time to sow some seeds or
plants in the ground or a pot in order for them to grow.
Dorothy Baxter

THANK YOU KALLI
Kalli Pasqualucci was appointed as St Mary’s first Social
Media Publicity Officer in 2018 and we were very sad to see
her leave us in April after three years in post. Kalli brought
the church on in leaps and bounds in the area of Social
Media. Her eye for detail, her knowledge of the local community, her high professional standards, and her love for the
church were evident in all she did to publicise St Mary’s
events and activities. The engagement on Facebook, Instagram, Mailchimp and the church website grew exponentially. One of the most-watched videos on Facebook involved
Kalli on the camera, crawling around the inside of the Father
Willis organ while Jonathan Holmes explained the workings
to the viewers— a video that has been viewed thousands of
times all around the world! Kalli’s gifts were particularly
invaluable during 2020 when the nation and the church went
into lockdown. Much of our communication and our common life had to take place online. Her initiatives such as the
Friends of St Mary’s Facebook Group helped our community through a difficult time, and she assisted many church
members in getting to grips with Facebook. Kalli assisted in
the publicity for many of St Mary’s biggest events, giving
her time above and beyond the call of duty. She leaves St
Mary’s with our gratitude, and she leaves us with a beautiful
archive of photographs of church events over the past three
years — we have been blessed by her amazing talents. As
Kalli refocusses her professional life on growing her own
business we wish her all the best for her future.
RD
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CHURCH RECORD
COMPLETED

After 4 years and over 2,700 hours of work a dedicated team
of 12 volunteers from The Arts Society Epsom has recently
completed the mammoth task of compiling a formal record of
the Church. Beginning in the Autumn of 2016, when the Society
was still known as Epsom Decorative and Fine Arts Society, the
group regularly met in the Church two mornings a month over
three years to inspect, measure, and photograph its features and
contents. Additionally, they spent time researching Church
records and history deposited at Surrey County Records Office
and the Metropolitan Archives in London and through other
sources, before spending the past year collating and editing the
Record.
Following a prescribed format, they have produced a 443
page book illustrated with over 240 colour photographs that
provides a description of the key features of the fabric of the
building and a detailed record of the artefacts and furnishings
present in the Church. This not only captures the heritage of the
Church but also enables its future preservation and protection.
Church members will be able to see details of many items that
are often remotely positioned, held securely, or only occasionally seen on specific occasions. They can also discover the known
details of the many familiar items, memorials, windows and
paintings etc. seen every week.
Each object is assigned to one of 10 specific sections, described and photographed to a standard format, and where
possible its history is established. The focus is on the interior of
the Church and not on its external architecture and features, nor
on the wider history of the establishment of St Mary's in 1848
and its subsequent leadership and activities.
The bound edition of the Church Record was formally presented to St Mary's on Tuesday 30 March, before the Revd
Russell Dewhurst departed at Easter. Copies of the record have
also be deposited in Church House, the County Records Office,
and the V&A Museum in London. It will join over 2,000 similar
records from across the country, all produced by volunteer
groups from local Arts Societies. These groups now continue
their work under the banner of The Church Recording Society,
which has been established independently from The Arts Society during 2020.
We must record a big thank you and sad farewell to Norman
Hale and Barbara Abdy both of whom greatly assisted our early
research and understanding of the history of the Church, and
were instrumental in checking our work.
Our special thanks also to Valerie Wood, who opened up the
Church for us each week and has dealt magnificently with our
many queries, and to Lynne Yuille in the Church Office whose
work we often disrupted.
Linda Bristow
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ORGAN RECITAL
6 March 2021
Though the series of Bach organ music, presented by St.
Mary’s Director of Music, Jonathan Holmes, continues at lunchtime on Tuesdays, we still have the occasional opportunity to
hear music by other composers. One such opportunity occurred
on 6 March.
A supremely confident young man, Richard Wagner quickly found his ‘niche’ in life as a composer of operas. One of
Wagner’s first to make use of German legends – long before
‘The Ring’ – was ‘Tannhäuser’. It was fitting that Jonathan
opened his recital tonight with the Prelude from this opera, in
the fine organ transcription by Edwin Lemare. Wagner being
Wagner, he preferred to use the word Prelude rather than the
usual word ‘overture’ yet the two terms, in this context at least,
are synonymous. Rather like Liszt’s piano transcriptions, these
organ arrangements by Lemare did much to help popularise
operas or symphonic music to a wider audience in the days
before gramophone recordings.
The distinguished organist Wilhelm Middelschulte was better known in America than in his native Germany, for as a young
man he moved to Chicago. Among his organ compositions is a
fine Perpetuum mobile. This expression is frequently met with
in music, and means ‘perpetually moving’: it is used to describe
a showpiece, which demonstrates agility and phrasing. A vocal
‘Perpetuum mobile’ is nearly always for comic effect: one such
occurs in the opera ‘Alice in Wonderland’ (2007) by Unsuk
Chin. In Middelschulte’s piece, the challenge is that it is written
for pedals alone and is therefore an opportunity for the organist
to display his or her dexterity with the feet.
A Passacaglia, by the same composer, followed. Much used
in music of the 18th century, it is used to denote a particular kind
of variations where the harmony follows a strict pattern which
never varies. A very famous one is that written by Brahms in his
Fourth Symphony.
Pietro Yon was another young man who left Europe – he was
born in Italy in 1886 – to seek fame and fortune in the United
States, in due course being appointed organist at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, New York. We heard Two Concert Studies.
An exact contemporary of Yon, and famous all round the
world, was the brilliant organ virtuoso and composer Marcel
Dupré. In the course of his long career, he visited the United
States many times on recital tours. The Symphonie-Passion is
an early work which Dupré first performed on the famous organ
at Wanamaker’s Store, Philadelphia which is the largest pipe
organ in the world in terms of number of pipes and sheer weight.
And so we come to the last composer represented today,
another in the long line of distinguished French organ composwhose
ers, but of an earlier generation - Louis Lefé
light-hearted Two Sorties rounded off the evening nicely. Note
that a ‘sortie’ is the French word for a closing voluntary. Lefébure-Wely came from Rouen, son of the cathedral organist, and
right from the outset worked closely with the famous organbuilder Aristide Cavaillé-Coll. Over the years, the organs he
built – including a new one at Rouen - were to have a tremendous impact on the development of French music.

TT
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Ewell Hall ready for opening!
Some exciting things are happening at Ewell Hall, the
new name for St Mary’s Church Hall. During the past
year COVID has sadly stopped almost all of the Hall’s
usual events and activities. But that’s not to say nothing’s been happening; far from it. The Hall Strategy
Group was asked to put into place the recommendations
of the report we presented to the PCC back in July last
year. Since then we’ve been busy planning and making
improvements ready for our imminent reopening.

Ÿ https://ewellhall.uk/ is our new website. Here
potential users have all the information they
need to ensure their event will be a success,
from the facilities available to the hire rates and
terms & conditions of hire, from inventories of
available equipment to user guides. The booking process will be fully online so users can see
the booking diary, make a booking, pay a deposit and have everything confirmed at the click
of a mouse.

Whilst most of our regular users haven’t been allowed
to meet, there have been new users keen to make use of We’re planning further improvements to include
the space, even during lockdown. We made the hall
Ÿ New kitchen light equipment, crockery and
COVID 19 secure and DiddiDance was able to meet in
glassware
the autumn. We’ve had new enquiries too - one of the
Ÿ Wi-Fi for users
most unusual recent hirers - a specialist carpet contracŸ A large monitor display
tor cutting out templates for a super yacht! And some
Ÿ Parking for an event organiser’s vehicle
permitted activities such as a COVID 19 Special Needs
Carers training group have also been able to use the
Ÿ Cycle and buggy parking areas
hall.
Ÿ Baby change facilities
In our report we’d identified considerable scope for
So if you have an upcoming event, maybe a large
increasing the volume of business and income generatfamily
gathering, a children’s party or a club or society
ed, thereby putting the hall on a sound financial footing,
meeting,
we’d be delighted to welcome you to the hall.
moving from an annual deficit and cost to the church to
As
COVID
restrictions are eased these activities will
a sizeable surplus.
soon, we hope, become part of our new normal. For the
Some of the initiatives you’ll see:
latest government information and the Roadmap Out of
Ÿ The hall has a new name, “Ewell Hall” to reflect Lockdown see https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus. The key
the wider community, together with a new logo dates for easing are 12 April, 17 May and 21 June. So
have a look at the website https://ewellhall.uk/ and
which you’ll see in our adverts from now on.
make your booking! Please spread the word too, maybe
Ÿ A new position of Hall Deputy Manager to asyou know someone who’s looking to organise an event?
sist Barbara Gibson-Sykes in the day to day
running of the hall. We’re delighted to announce that Barb Warwick will be in post from
early May. Barb brings a wealth of experience
in local community work as well as hall bookings and management.

Make your
food waste matter
Too much food is still going to waste in Surrey. Research shows that a staggering 58% of food waste ends up
in rubbish bins instead of being reduced or recycled.
That's 28,000 tonnes each year - the equivalent of 2,258
double decker buses.
Now is a great time to watch your waste and start
reducing your environmental impact. Try these five simple tips to make a difference and protect the planet in 2021.
1. Plan your shopping and meals in advance to avoid
over-buying.

I hope to update you in a future edition of EPN as we
complete our programme of improvements.
Tim Price, Chair, Ewell Hall Strategy Group

2. Freeze leftovers and food that is nearing its use by
date.
3. Turn your potato peelings into crisps or your dry
bread into pizza.
4. Try out a new recipe to use up leftovers.
5. If you can't eat it, caddy it.
All food waste can be recycled in Surrey and by taking
advantage of weekly collections you can help turn your
food waste into fertiliser or electricity.
If you have any ideas you'd like to feed in or a favourite
tip to share please get in touch with Sue Ayling at:
assistantpriest@stmarysewell.com or 020 8337 6347.
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NEWS FROM THE BELFRY

This was the first peal of a method of this complexity by a
ladies’ band.

When the COVID-19 restrictions meant that we could no
longer ring, we decided to meet together online, just to keep the
group together. We tried some improvised ringing by just
calling out our bell numbers in turn, but the internet delays were
too long. At least it established that Zoom was the least bad
meeting platform.

The first peal of bells by a ladies’ band had been rung at
Cubitt Town, now known as Christ Church Isle of Dogs, in
1912. Edith had conducted this too. It had been arranged in
some secrecy as many were opposed to lady bell ringers. They
were still rather frowned upon until after WW2 in places more
than about 60 miles from London.

Our latest recruit
(Phil) then told us of a
free computer programme called "Ringing Room", developed
by a couple of Americans, that allowed
ringing online with an
acceptable delay (providing that the internet
isn't having a bad day).
It shows a number of
bell ropes and you can
ring them in various
ways, such as clicking on the picture of the rope, pressing the
number of the bell, or being assigned a bell then pressing the
space bar to ring whichever it is. If using a laptop, one would
typically have a big window open for Ringing Room and a small
window open for Zoom to talk to each other. Muting is generally required during ringing to avoid echo.

Well, what’s a peal, you might ask. It’s not the set of bells
hanging in a tower, that’s called a “ring”. To define what a peal
is, I first have to define a “change”, which is a sequence of each
bell being struck once. A peal is 5000 or more changes without
any of the sequences being repeated. As you might guess,
ringing a peal is very difficult, and takes about 2 ¾ hours – just
standing still for that long would take some stamina, and if a
sequence is accidentally repeated then as far as the records are
concerned it doesn’t count as a peal.

With real bells, there's a small delay between pulling on a
rope and it moving, and a longer delay before the bell sounds.
Because of the delay, ringers know when to pull primarily by
timing to get the approximate position and then looking at the
other ropes to fine tune it. Listening is then used to tweak one's
timing on the next pull if the bell sounded too close or too wide
of the bell in front.

What is a method? Put simply, it is the particular tune,
though it is a mathematical pattern rather than a melody.
Attempting a footballing analogy, “Surprise” in the name of the
method means that it is in the Premier League of bell ringing
methods, and Stedman Triples is the top of the First Division.
And what is a conductor? This is the ringer in charge of ringing
the method.
The first two peals at Ewell that included a lady ringer were
rung in 1924, the lady being Mrs. Amos William Clark, née
Eleanor Kate Sims, from South Croydon. Another peal at Ewell
in 1924 included two ladies, Mrs. Richard Francis Deal, née
Emma Tonge, from Manchester, and Mrs. Francis Ivie Gane
Hairs, née Elsie Laura Bennett, from Clapham and later Burgess
Hill. (It seems archaic now, but then married women used to
take all of their husbands names, not just their surnames. It took
some effort to find out who they "really" were).

Ringing Room is fairly simple in that the rope moves and the
bell sounds straight away. This leads to a different method of
ringing based on counting, for example if you are due to be in
"third place" (the third bell to ring) then you count 1 - 2 - PULL
(actually click or press). Because ringers are used to looking at
the ropes, they usually begin by counting the ropes move, but
eventually find it's easier to do it more by listening and counting. Most people can't count quickly enough to keep up for long
with the ringing of real bells; online ringing is 20-50% slower
than real ringing, basically limited by how fast people can count.
It was a bit of a struggle to get going, but eventually we all
got the hang of it. For a while we even included one of our
ringers who had moved to Spain. Some of us were adventurous
and had a go at online ringing with groups of experienced
ringers from around Surrey. Normally Ewell are an average
band of ringers on average bells, ringing for social reasons as
much as anything, but we were surprised to find that Ewell was
actually better than most at online ringing. So when the Guildford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers held a competition
we were bold and decided to enter. Only 7 of the 64 towers in
the diocese managed to get a band together, and we were
delighted to come joint second. A big pat on the back to our
ringers, John and Sally, Phil, Carolyn and Phil!
On a totally different subject, I was pleasantly surprised to
discover recently that Ewell had been in the vanguard of supporting lady bell ringers.
On 13 June 1925, an all ladies peal of Stedman Triples was
rung at Ewell, conducted by Edith Kate Parker from Edmonton.

In the summer of 1925, the aforementioned peal of Stedman
Triples was rung at Ewell, including Edith, Eleanor, Emma and
Elsie. In 1927 Edith married George William Fletcher, another
of the Edmonton ringers. She was back at Ewell in the mid
1930s to take part in an attempt at the first ladies’ peal of
London Surprise Major. Unfortunately this was unsuccessful,
but it is a challenging method - it wasn’t successful until the
seventh attempt, at Harlow Common in 1938. Indeed there has
only been one other successful ladies’ peal of London Surprise
Major since, at Cambridge in 1996.
Jeff Cousins
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All roofing and guttering repairs
30 years experience covering
Worcester Park and close by
Valleys, Bays etc.
All new work guaranteed
Free estimates
Special rates to O.A.P.s

J L Hellings & Son
Tel: 020 8788 1459
100 Kingsmead Avenue
Worcester Park KT4 8UT

ALFRED & EWART LONGHURST
FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS
m A complete, caring professional service
m Estimates and advice freely given for funerals and memorials
m Flexible pre-paid funeral plan - details on request

21-23, KINGSTON ROAD, EWELL

020 8393 1077
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GIVING TO ST MARYS
As with most churches and charities, the current situation has reduced St Mary's income considerably.
Thank you to all those whose regular giving continues to support St Mary's: it is much appreciated.
If you would like to make an online one-off gift,
large or small, it will be very gratefully received by
St Mary's. Please visit:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donationweb/charity?charityId=1006677

giving, the easiest way to do this is through
the Parish Giving Scheme, which is a simple and secure method for parishes to receive donations by direct debit. You can now register for and administer
your giving online here:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-yourparish/ewell-st-mary-the-virgin-epsom/
or you can use this QR code

This link is also on our website.
It is also possible to pay by text message.
Text EWELL 6 to 70085 to donate £6. Change the 6
to the amount you’d like to give, up to EWELL 20 to
give £20. Texts cost your donation plus one standard
rate message.
If you would like to support St Mary’s by regular

The scheme handles gift aid automatically and at no
cost to St Mary’s.
From early May, it will allow existing members to
amend their giving at any time.

If you are looking for a local care home
“Where your Future Matters”
Look no further than
Priory Court in Ewell village, Epsom
Please feel welcome to visit anytime or call to speak to
one of our friendly team to discuss your care needs
Tel: 020 8393 0137
www.futurecaregroup.com

Improving homes inside and out

ST. MARY’S ON-LINE QUIZZES

Oakdene Home Services

We hold on-line quizzes using Zoom, usually on
Wednesday evenings. These have proved very popular and are fun for all the family, so why not join us?
Our next quizzes will be on Wednesday 5 May and
Wednesday 26 May. You will need to register using a
link provided in the Weekly Notes, the St Mary’s weekly email to our main mailing list, on our website and
on Facebook.
For more details please email
zoom@stmarysewell.com

Home Maintenance
Painting & Decorating, Gardening & General DIY

Roger Phillips
TELEPHONE:
EMAIL:

07831 663 323
oakdenehomeservices@gmail.com

All advertising enquiries to epn@stmarysewell.com

