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Archdeacon Martin Breadmore writes

Three short prayers to discern God’s call
All those who follow Jesus are called to live for him eve-

ry day wherever we find ourselves.  I wonder how do you
live for Jesus when you are not in church?  How do you
know what God is calling you to as you seek to live for him
every day?

I want to share with you three simple prayers, just nine
words, to help you to discern what the Lord may be calling
you to.

Here I am
In 1 Samuel 3, we read of Eli a priest serving the Lord in

the temple, with Samuel a young boy who was his appren-
tice.  Eli, old and almost blind, went to sleep, as did Samuel.
The Lord calls Samuel, but Samuel thought it was Eli call-
ing him, so he runs to Eli ‘Here I am’, he says.  ‘I did not
call you, go back to sleep’ responds Eli.  The same thing
happened again and again until Eli realised it was the Lord
calling Samuel and then told him what to do.  The Lord
calls Samuel again, but this time Samuel says, ‘Speak for
your servant is listening’.

In Exodus 3:4, when God calls Moses by the burning
bush, Moses responds, ‘Here I am’.  We read in Isaiah 6  of
the time when Isaiah the Old Testament prophet had an
amazing vision of God in the heavenly places, during which
he heard the voice of the Lord call out, ‘Whom shall I send?
And who will go for us?’.  Isaiah responds, ‘Here I am’.  In
Luke 1:38, God calls a young teenage girl called Mary to be
the mother of Jesus and she essentially says, ‘Here I am’.

The prayer, ‘Here I am’ is about availability, our open-
ness to God, recognising who God is in his awesome majes-
ty and yet he calls each one of us to follow him and live for
him every day wherever we are.  The first prayer to discern
God’s call is, ‘Here I am’.

Open my eyes
In one of my favourite Old Testament stories in 2 Kings

6:8-23, we find that the King of Aram is at war with Israel,
chasing after Elisha the prophet because he keeps informing
the king of Israel his plans.  Elisha is chased to Dothan and
the King of Aram places the city under siege.  The next
morning Elisha’s servant goes for his early morning stroll
and sees the massive army of the King of Aram has be-
sieged the city, which leads him to panic.  So afraid, he runs
and tells Elisha.  But Elisha responds by telling him not to
be afraid and then prays for his servant saying, ‘Open his
eyes’.  The servant’s eyes are opened and he see the hills
full of horses and chariots of fire all around, the Lord’s ar-
my was there.  Elisha then prays asking the Lord to strike
blind the whole of the King of Aram’s army, they are led
off to Samaria, their eyes are opened and peace reigns.

The Psalmist in 119:18 writes, 'Open my eyes that I may
see wonderful things in your law’.  Isn’t that what we long
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for?  In Ephesians 1:18, Paul, in a great prayer for the church in Ephesus prays, ‘I pray also
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incompa-
rable great power for us who believe’.  Isn’t that amazing?

The second prayer to discern God’s will is ‘Open my eyes’ and this is about seeing things
from God’s perspective just like Elisha’s servant.  It is about opening ourselves to God’s
word so that we might understand it and be increasingly shaped by it and about having our
heart opened up to our loving Father that we might know his hope, his power and the riches
of his grace.

Glorify your name
In John 12:27-29, Jesus speaks about his death shortly after riding into Jerusalem on a

donkey.  He recognises that like a seed, he needs to die, in order that new life can be given.
Yet the reality of his pending death fills him with trouble.  He recognises what his Father’s
mission is going to mean for him and we see Jesus wrestling with this tension, his will or
God’s will.  Jesus says, ‘Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say?  ‘Father save me
from this hour’?  No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  Father, glorify your
name!’

As hard as it must have been for Jesus, he knew what he had been sent to do.  From be-
fore the beginning of time he knew that he had to sacrifice his life in order to save the whole
of humanity, he knew he could choose to go the way of the cross or not, he knew the cost,
he knew that he would be separated from his Father, he knew he would lose his life only for
it to be restored again, but his mission was not about him but about the Father’s glory.
Hence amid his turmoil, Jesus could pray, to the Father, ‘glorify your name’.

The Psalmist writes the same, ‘Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory,
because of your love and faithfulness’ (115:1).

As hard as it might be, this third prayer needs to become our own too.  We are not the
centre of the universe – God is.  Our Father has rescued us in Jesus and because of his great
love and faithfulness we live to glorify his name.  All that we are and do should increasingly
glorify the Father as we live for Jesus every day wherever we are.

So, here are three short prayers to help us to discern God’s call on our lives.

Here I am

Open my eyes

Glorify your name

Can I encourage you to pray these prayers regularly?  When you do, stop, be quiet and
listen, for God will speak through his word, in the silence, through other people and circum-
stances.  It might take a while, but God will show you.  And when you think you have heard
from God, talk to others about it to see if they think it might be the Lord directing you.

Let us pray these three prayers regularly that we might open ourselves to God, seek his
perspective and glory in all things.

God bless,

Archdeacon Martin

HANDMADE
PICTURE FRAMES

All Frames -
made in Our Studio
Free local collection

 & Delivery

With this
  voucher

M: 07748 712133
25 The Headway

Ewell Village
www.handmadepictureframes.jigsy.com

Soft Furnishings
Handmade curtains, blinds,
cushions and much more.

Measuring, estimating and,
if wanted, time spent

finding the right fabric,
all come free!

Recommendations provided
Telephone: 020 8393 1222

AV/SOUND DESK AT ST MARY'S
We are still seeking volunteers to learn how to operate

our AV/Sound desk and to join the team helping with
livestreaming/videos at our various services – mainly
Sundays but could be funerals and other services.

This is now a vital part of our outreach so if you think
you may be able to help, please contact the
churchwardens.

St Mary’s

Toddler Group
Is back

Thursday mornings in

term time 10-11.30 in

Ewell Hall

For information please

phone 020 8393 4804

or see St Mary’s website
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OUR NEW VICAR

“We are delighted to announce that Revd Mark
Stafford has been appointed as Vicar at St Mary’s
Ewell, subject to DBS and medical clearance.  He
is currently Team Vicar in the Kingston Team Min-
istry in Southwark Diocese and we are hoping that
Mark and his family might potentially be able to
move in during January 2022, but details are yet to
be confirmed.”

Back to September: Revd David Senior welcomed the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd Justin Welby, to the
BIG QUESTION visit held at Blenheim High School Epsom on
the 25 September. The Archbishop gave a very interesting talk
to open the meeting, when we learned more about him spiritually
and personally, including his humorous side. Questions and
answers followed in the short time he had before leaving to other
venues that day. Bishop Jo then took to the floor with Revd
David and others, and the afternoon finished with prayers.

To October: Apart from the wet weather on the 2nd, ‘A Day
For All’ was brilliant. You will read about this elsewhere but it
warrants a mention here as the organisation and all those who
took part made it such a wonderful occasion for the whole
community.

To November: Whilst in October we had the pleasure of John
Baxter presiding on two Sundays, this month we are back to our
two ladies, Sue and Maggie, for the first three weeks, then we
welcome John again on Advent Sunday, 28. It gives us added
pleasure because we have Dorothy back with us on those
occasions.

At the time of writing, arrangements are in progress to
recognise Remembrance Sunday on the 14th, with wreath laying
at the War Memorial followed by a church service. It is not a
Civic Act of Remembrance this year as the Council will not be
participating, and due to COVID-19 and its variants still quite
apparent, it will be with a reduced capacity in church but still
supported by the Royal British Legion, our armed services
including the Air Training Corps, Army Cadets, Police,
Brownies and Guides, etc. Kathie Burgess (Deputy
Churchwarden) and Barb Warwick (chair of the Epsom branch
of the RBL) helping are organising the whole event at St Mary’s
and I know the result will do justice to the memory of all those
who fought so valiantly for us. Offers of help in setting up,
taking down and assisting on the actual day will be much
appreciated.

Children’s Hour and the Toddler Group continue weekly in
the Hall, and would love more to come, so, parents/guardians: do
bring your little ones who will have great fun and want to come
again and again. The same goes for St Mary’s Tots in church on
the 1st and 3rd Sundays – joining in is such a happy time and a
great experience for little ones. St Mary’s Kidz is still going out
on line monthly and enjoyed by many. Then we have St Mary’s
for All held on the 2nd Sunday at 4.00 pm and this is aimed
mainly at families and youngsters but is enjoyed by all, including
senior citizens! Several of us can vouch for that! A fun way to
spend time on a Sunday afternoon.  It won’t be held in November
as it falls on Remembrance Sunday but a special online St
Mary’s Kidz will take its place. Also see Sandi’s weekly Mail
and try your hand at making Doves of Peace from plastic milk
bottles, to be hung around the churchyard for Remembrance

Sunday. Contact Sandi for more details.
The Eco Group has discussed the possibility of having a

Climate Sunday around the time of the COP26 and this will be
held at 9.30 am on the 7th, so make a special note of this in your
diary.

Tuesday, 9th sees our monthly 10.00 am Holy Communion
(said service). Jonathan continues his monthly lunch time Bach
recitals that day and, on the subject of music, we have
Remembrance and Choral Mattins on the 14th; and the following
Sunday, Christ the King, the much enjoyed Choral Evensong.
Also look out for details of Simon Gregory’s Film Afternoon on
the 20th.

The Julian Group meet on the 15th, by Zoom. The
Bereavement Café is on the 18th in the Hall and this month the
First Communion Class will be held in the Hall instead of in the
Parish Room at 4.00 pm on the 20th. We are supporting
Operation Christmas Child again – see page 7 for details, so find
your old shoe boxes to fill.

How Lucy and David manage to find new questions and
conundrums each month for the Quiz night is amazing but they
never cease to do so. This is such a release from the everyday
workload, to pit your wits and have a jolly good laugh, especially
at the options to the answers David produces. This month it’s on
the 10th so check the link to register to join.

The month nears its end with the Baptism service on the 28th,
when we will also hear the delightful voices of St Mary’s
Singers, and later that day come and enjoy the Advent Carol
Service at 5.30 pm.

Do look at the back page of this magazine for the full diary of
services and events.

Next month will give details of our Christmas services,
although I’m sure you’ll hear and read more as November
progresses.

Not to put a damper on anything but we must all be aware that
COVID-19 and its variants are still very much around and any
plans are subject to change if further mandatory restrictions are
forthcoming.  At St Mary’s we do ask that hand sanitising and
the wearing of face masks continues where possible to help us
all stay safe.

Just a reminder – please take care with fireworks on the 5th
and look after your pets as they can be very frightened of the
noise. Before lighting bonfires, do check there is no wildlife
sheltering there.

Valerie Wood.

THE CHURCHWARDENS WRITE

A huge ‘Thank You ‘to all at
St Mary's  from the Foodbank
for your recent Harvest dona-
tions. We are once again over-
whelmed by our communities'
generosity this Harvest season.
For now, we don't have a wish

list as donations are still coming in from local schools,
churches and organisations who have chosen to give
their harvest to us. Once all the donations are sorted we
shall be able to let you know what we need. Keep a
lookout for details in the Weekly Parish Notes

WA
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A Remembrance Day Prayer -
St Augustine's Primary School

At this time of year, the trees are shedding their leaves
and many fields have returned once again to bare earth.
Nature itself appears to be dead or dying. It is certainly
a time for quiet reflection; a time for remembering and
a time for prayer. But in our reflecting, we also
remember in faith the one who died and rose again, our
dear Lord, Jesus Christ. Whatever has befallen us, our
families, our friends and neighbours, the wider world
during the past year, we can still cling to that which
gives us hope.

Lord God, we pray for ourselves and all leaders of the
Nations asking you to pour out your spirit of hope, love,
and reconciliation on them and on us. Give us all a
longing to bring freedom from fear and freedom from
want to all peoples. Give strength and courage to those
who particularly bear the heavy responsibilities for the
peace of the world. We pray also for the Christian
Church, called to witness to your love in this
generation. May we as Christians work with all to break
down the barriers which divide people. We pray that,
whatever faith we may profess, we may also learn to
respect those who sincerely hold another faith and build
a community where there is harmony and
understanding, that all may live together in peace.
AMEN

Prayers for NovemberDO BIRDS HAVE
SENSES LIKE US?

"Four legs good; two legs bad" (George Orwell)

So says Napoleon the pig in 'Animal Farm'. He is
making a slogan and not a statement of fact: the four-
legged beasts on Manor Farm are seen as oppressed by
the two-legged humans on the farm.  Napoleon is, of
course, immediately shot down by a chorus of protests
from the farm birds: "we have two legs as well", they
say.

When we watch birds going about their daily duties,
we soon realise how much of what they do we do not
understand. A robin in the garden will bob its head up
and down; those rather charming black and white wag-
tails in the street constantly wag their tails. Obviously,
all birds rely on their powers of hearing and sight to a
greater extent than we imagine because they have to stay
on the alert. Predators are an ever-constant menace. As
well as the two legs, some species, like owls, have some-
what human-like faces with their forward-facing eyes. I
think all this means that people tend to identify more
with birds than with any other group of animals. Would
it be true to go further and claim that birds, like us, can
taste, smell or touch as well?

We all know the five senses: sight, hearing, touch,
smell and taste. Nowadays we are aware of other senses,
such as heat or cold, gravity and pain. There are yet fur-
ther degrees, what scientists call sub-senses. For exam-
ple, vision includes an appreciation of colour, texture
and brightness. It might be an interesting challenge over
the next few months to investigate whether birds can do
all this as well. In other words, that they are sentient be-
ings.

 To put things in perspective, a bit of history might be
useful. The relative size of a particular sense organ gives
a fairly reliable clue to the degree of its sensitivity and
importance. That is so with our own eyes and ears. Birds
clearly have eyes; that they have ears too is equally ob-
vious though you cannot see them; the so-called ears that
owls have are not in fact ears at all - but more of this in
due course. During the eighteenth century the existence
of electricity was discovered, and it did not take long for
physiologists at the time to realise that they could apply
this new knowledge to animals including humans. They
could measure the amount of nervous activity or 'animal
electricity' in the connections between sense organs and
the brain. The sensory system is a crucial element in our
being as humans. It controls behaviour, leading us to eat,
to fight, to care for our offspring and so on. Without it
life would clearly be very difficult if not impossible.
Would any of that also apply to birds? In a nutshell, how
do birds perceive the world?

In the next edition of EPN, we will consider that cru-
cial sense - that of sight.

TT

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
A ‘BIG THANK YOU’ to all the Children’s Society
box holders at St. Mary’s.  We have raised £413.08!
Your kindness and support brings hope to young peo-
ple when they need it most.

Rosemarie Henson (Box Co-ordinator).
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FROM OUR CHILDREN
& FAMILIES WORKER

‘In Flanders' fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row.’

This is the opening line of the poem ‘In Flanders
Field’ written by John McCrae. He was inspired to
write this poem in the Spring of 1915, after losing a
close friend and seeing the battle-scarred fields where
poppies grew.

Since 1921, exactly 100 years ago, the poppy flower
has been used as a symbol for us to remember those
who bravely gave their lives to defend, protect and
honour their countries and to pave a way for a more
peaceful and harmonious world for us all.

The poppy flower has four petals and this month we
are going to use these four petals as a way to remem-
ber and celebrate the lives of those around us. When-
ever you see a poppy over the next month, remember
the following four things.

Petal 1: Remember and celebrate the people you have
in your life. Your friends, your family, the people in
your community, your neighbours, school mates, your
parents and guardians and anyone else who protects
you, cares for you, keeps you safe or looks after you.

Petal 2: Remember and celebrate the everyday heroes
who dedicate their lives to serving, protecting, reassur-
ing, guarding and taking care of all of us.

Petal 3: Remember and celebrate those who have
gone before us and have given their lives in conflict,
war and service and have done this with honour and
bravery to protect us and keep us safe.

Petal 4: Remember and celebrate all those who will
serve and protect us in the future. Those who will ded-
icate their lives to the protection of others and will
give their best to ensure a safer, more loving and free
place for all to live.

“And they who for their country die shall fill an hon-
oured grave, for glory lights the soldier’s tomb, and

beauty weeps the brave.” Joseph Rodman Drake

Let us Pray: Almighty and eternal God,
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,
either by death or life:
hear our prayers and thanksgivings

for all whom we remember this day;
fulfil in them the purpose of your love;
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Much love,
Sandi
Children and Families worker
families@stmarysewell.com
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COME TO CLIMATE
SUNDAY AT

ST MARY’S ON
7 NOVEMBER

or join online at
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysewell/live

Our newspapers, radio programmes, TV reports and social
media frequently draw our attention to the fragile existence
of so many people around the world who face losing their
homes and livelihoods as a result of the effects of climate
change. Across the world, people of different nationalities
and faiths, and those who profess no faith at all, are using the
language of climate emergency and environmental crisis to
express their profound concern about the impact of human-
kind’s wilful indifference to the state of the planet. The Cli-
mate Sunday initiative is calling on churches across Great
Britain & Ireland to hold a climate-focused service on any
Sunday around COP26 and at St Mary’s the main service will
be at the 9.30am Sung Eucharist on 7 November.

There is no Eco Tip this month but the Eco Group urges
everyone to use the prayer below every day while COP26 is
in progress in Glasgow – from Sunday 31 October to Friday
12 November –

Father we thank you for our planet earth and all
the wonders of your creation. You created us to be
nurtured by the planet and to be nurturing of the
planet. Everything you created was pleasing in your
sight, but we have taken too much from the earth.
We pray for the people, communities and nations
already suffering from the devastating effects of cli-
mate change. We pray for the diversity of life on
earth.

We thank you for the opportunities provided by the
COP26 summit and the commitments made there in
relation to climate change. We pray for the member
countries who are gathered together now in Glasgow.
Bless them with wisdom and creativity and a shared
vision of hope for all creation. May they find the
determination to take strong action to halt the de-
structive effects of climate change, and the political
will to act together for the common good. We make
this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.

If you have any ideas you'd like to feed in to our Eco Group
or a favourite tip to share please get in touch with Sue Ayling
at: assistantpriest@stmarysewell.com or 020 8337 6347.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS
CHILD - DON’T FORGET

Don't forget to join us for Operation
Christmas Child this year.

If you want to know how to fill a
shoe box with appropriate items, go
to the Operation Christmas Child
website for all the latest information
or pick up a leaflet from church.

There will be opportunities to drop
off your filled shoeboxes at church via the main entrance
on

Saturday, 13 November 10 - 12
Wednesday, 17 November 10 - 12 or 2.30 - 4.30
Friday, 19 November 10 - 12
Saturday, 20 November 10 - 12

If you have more than a dozen boxes to bring along or
have difficulty dropping your boxes off at the times
detailed above, we would be grateful if you would phone
Lynne in the Parish Office (tel 020 8393 2643) in
advance so that we are properly prepared. Many thanks.

Linda Staff

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
BAPTISM

Be Christ's faithful soldier and servant
26 September    Arlo Leonard William Norman

                                Ferne Poppy Rose Norman

FUNERALS
In sure and certain hope (BCP Burial rite)

    7 September     Barbara Mary Wood, aged 90
Ashes Interment

    30 September  Hazel Elizabeth Jenkins, aged 89

BRAINTEASER
One of the features of our regular quizzes using

Zoom is a brainteaser which is set at the end of  each
quiz. This puzzle from one of our quizzes, also set in
last month’s EPN proved to be difficult for our quizz-
ers. How did you get on?

What is next in this sequence:

EOEREXNTE  ?

The solution is the letter N. They are the last letters of
the numbers 1-10 when spelt out.

DRD

“CHRISTMAS JOY”
This is what the Social Committee are planning for Sat-

urday 4 December 2021.
Our last dinner unfortunately was cancelled due to

Covid but we are looking forward to arranging a “Christ-
mas Joy” evening dinner with entertainment in Ewell Hall.
For those of you who would like to attend, you will be
able to enjoy  a three course meal with coffee and mints,
provided and served by our wonderful team. Tickets will
be on sale in church in due course, price £15 each. For fur-
ther information see the Weekly Notes or, ring Rosemarie
on 0208 224 2713.
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The forecast, which had predicted rain for most of the
day on Saturday 2 October, proved to be correct! But the
wet weather did not deter lots of people from coming to our
annual fun community event ‘opened’ with the ringing of
the church bells. With the theme of the day being ‘Gifts
from the earth’ outside adults and children enjoyed the farm
animals, the guided tours of trees and lichens and the self-
guided prayer walk helping us to wonder at God’s bounti-
fulness – albeit with umbrellas up! Inside there was a buzz
around the children’s craft activities, quiet concentration as
individuals watched the slide show of photos before voting
for their favourites, laughter as children explored the Mouse
Trail, contemplation as prayer requests were written and
hung on the Prayer Tree and gentle exercise to calm both
the body and the mind. We were challenged about how we
might encourage nature in our gardens and refreshed by the
food and drink free to all during the day.

A member of the planning team experiencing her first
‘live’ A Day for All (as last year’s was a virtual event) said
“I felt it was a great success and everyone who came had a
wonderful time. I really enjoyed the day and think we
should all be proud of our efforts. Miller’s Ark Farm was a
definite hit and drew in many people passing in the rain. I
also felt Sarah & Pete (from Epsom & Ewell Countryside
Team) were fabulous; informative & fun. All in all, a great
event. Well done to everyone involved!”

The animal handler from Miller’s Ark Farm said “I’m
glad everyone enjoyed it despite the weather, I did enjoy the
day too, thank you. Can I just say the soup was very nice.”

Mary Zoeller, who is 1st Ewell Village (St Mary’s)
Brownies unit leader and Epsom Division Commissioner,

said ‘1st Ewell Village (St Mary’s) Brownies and Guides
were delighted to be part of St Mary’s Day for All again
this year. We enjoyed helping younger visitors make friend-
ship people keyrings out of beads and pipe cleaners and our
animal origami workshop also proved popular! We are very
grateful for the continued support of the Church helping
Girlguiding grow in the village.”

A helper wrote ‘When I entered St Mary’s on a Day for
All I was immediately struck by the screens showing beau-
tiful pictures of wildlife. These were the entries for the pho-
to competition and the entrants ranged in age from 7 to over
70 years. It was lovely to have something participated in by
all ages.

For many children the craft activities organised by Sandi,
our Children and Families Worker, was a big draw. A little
friend of mine spent a happy time decorating his tiny flower
most imaginatively and went off with the little packet of
seeds that came with it - a delightful birthday present for his
Mum a few days later.

Millers Ark Farm in the church yard with the collection
of mostly miniature animals seemed to be popular with peo-
ple of all ages including me!

The planning team hoped it would be a day when all ages
from the local community and from the church enjoyed
time together relaxing, having fun, maybe learning some-
thing new and being ‘refreshed’ with food and drinks. That
is how it turned out and for that we say ‘Thank you God’,
thank you to the many helpers and thank you to everyone
who came along on the day. We offer our congratulations to
all the competition winners.

Sue Ayling

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
100TH ANNIVERSARY

I was honoured to attend
Westminster Abbey on Tues
12 Oct, representing Royal
British Legion Surrey, for the
RBL's 100th anniversary of
its formation, in the presence
of HM the Queen and HRH
Princess Anne, the Princess
Royal. For the first time in
public, the Queen was carry-
ing a stick and was greeted at
the Poets Corner entrance by
the Archbishop of Canter-
bury to save her having the
long walk from the Great
West Door to her seat.

It was a very moving cere-
mony, with many veterans
and serving Armed Forces
personnel wearing their deco-

rations and medals, including Colour Sergeant  Johnson

Beharry, VC, who saved the lives of 8 men when he drove
his armoured vehicle to safety and received multiple
wounds in the operation, and who read a lesson.

I have never heard the National Anthem sung with such
feeling by the huge Abbey congregation, and felt privi-
leged to be part of such an event, wearing my late father's
military MBE, won at Arnhem.

Barb Warwick, Chair of Epsom  RBL

Urgently Needed
Can you please help?

Saturday 13 November 10:30 am for an hour
Help Needed to put out Chairs in the church for the
Remembrance Sunday Service
Sunday 14 Help needed to put away and clear the
church and Hall after the service
Please contact Kathie Burgess 020 8786 8475

Thank you
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PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION WINNERS

Age 13 and over: Winner - Ian Burgess

Age 13 and over: Second Place - Sue Ayling

Age 13 and over: Third Place - Abby Graham-Maw

Age 12 and under: Winner - Suhail Aranki

Age 12 and under: Second Place - Suhail Aranki

Age 12 and under: Third Place - Edith Oldfield

PAINTING & FUNNY VEGETABLE COMPETITION WINNERS

                                    Painting Age 13 and over: Joint Winners                                     Funny Vegetable Winner
    Charlotte Hargreaves                 &              Abby Graham-Maw                                              Willow Baker
                                                                                                                                          An aubergine with a funny hat
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The Patronal Organ Recital this year happened to
coincide with the twentieth anniversary of the terrible
events of 11 September, 2001, usually known as 9/11. I
remember what I was doing that day when the news
broke. I am sure we all can.

For the first time since lockdown was imposed in
2020, the audience tonight could enjoy interval re-
freshments. Heartfelt thanks are due to everyone who
helped to run and organise these refreshments.

For the recital, Jonathan Holmes – Director of Mu-
sic at St. Mary’s – presented two works, both of which
did ample justice t0 the wonderful Willis organ. The
first was Variations on “Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Za-
gen” by Franz Liszt. The German title translates as
‘weeping, lamentation, anxiety, fears’; though the
chromatic descending scale at the opening is, to me,
reminiscent of the accompaniment to Dido’s Lament
in Purcell’s ‘Dido and Aeneas’. It seems unlikely that
Liszt knew anything by Henry Purcell and in fact it
comes from Bach. Liszt composed the piece while liv-
ing in Weimar, a town closely connected with Bach,
and the mood of the music reflects Liszt’s grief at the
death of his daughter Blandine. Liszt pays tribute to
Bach, by referring to the opening of Church Cantata
No. 12 with the above German words. Moreover, the
very end of Liszt’s piece is also a tribute to Bach. Can-
tata 12 ends with the choir singing “Was Gott tut, daß
ist wohl getan’ (What God does, is done well) and Liszt
uses this passage to bring the work to an affirmative
conclusion.

The second work in tonight’s concert is much more
of a showpiece for the organ. Charles-Marie Widor
is universally known for the Toccata that was played as
the closing voluntary at the wedding of Prince Charles
and Diana Spencer in 1981. Widor was much more
than ‘a one-trick pony’. Among other things, he was
the instigator of the organ symphony. The whole con-
cept of creating an orchestral work for the organ was
only possible thanks to the vast improvements in or-
gan building made by Cavaillé-Coll. Jonathan played
the complete Eighth Organ Symphony which dates
from 1887, the year after Liszt died. Over the years,
Widor made several revisions to the music and the ver-
sion that Jonathan played has six movements. One of
Widor’s students whom he held in high regard was
Louis Vierne, and Jonathan has played Vierne’s own
organ symphonies here at St. Mary’s. To me, Vierne’s
music sounds definitely of the twentieth century.
Widor’s own music, on the other hand, sounds more
nineteenth century which is hardly surprising when we
remember that he was born as long ago as 1844 – less
than twenty years after Beethoven.

Finally, what better encore could there be than the
Toccata by Widor!. This cheerful music brought the
evening to a resounding conclusion.

TT

PATRONAL FESTIVAL
ORGAN RECITAL

Saturday 11 September

PUBLISH YOUR
CHRISTMAS
GREETING

IN EPN
In December EPN we plan to include a page of
Christmas greetings to EPN readers from members
of our church family.
If you would like us to include a greeting from you,
please email it to epn@stmarysewell.com no later
than Friday 12 November. You will need to post
early for Christmas!
An early Merry Christmas & thank you in anticipa-
tion!

EPN production team

NOVEMBER CONCERTS
AT ST. MARY’S

Free Tuesday lunchtime organ recital
9 November Bach X 1.05 pm

Jonathan Holmes
Toccata and Fugue in E Major, BWV 566

In dir ist Freude, BWV 615
Durch Adams Fall ist ganz verderbt, BWV 637

Es ist das Heil uns kommen her, BWV 638
Organ Concerto in D minor (after Vivaldi) BWV

596

Saturday 20 November 2.30pm
Simon Gregory presents ‘Film Afternoon’

Part 1: Music from several centuries
Ut Re Mee Fa Sol La Byrd

Organ Concerto op. 7 no. 8 Handel
Piece for an organ in a clock k594 Mozart

Carillon de Westminster Vierne
Mozart Changes Gardonyi

Part 2: Music while you Work, Rest and Play
Calling All Workers Coates

Dusk Armstrong Gibbs
Coronation Scot Ellis

The Boulevardier Curzon
FILM The Haunted House (1921) Buster Keaton

By the Sleepy Lagoon Coates

Please see our website and the Weekly Notes
for up-to-date information for both events



November 2021 Page 11Ewell Parish News

All roofing and guttering repairs
30 years experience covering
Worcester Park and close by

Valleys, Bays etc.
All new work guaranteed

Free estimates
Special rates to O.A.P.s

J L Hellings & Son
Tel: 020 8788 1459

100 Kingsmead Avenue
Worcester Park KT4 8UT

ALFRED & EWART LONGHURST
FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS
m A complete, caring professional service
m Estimates and advice freely given for funerals and memorials
m Flexible pre-paid funeral plan - details on request

21-23, KINGSTON ROAD, EWELL 020 8393 1077
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All advertising enquiries to epn@stmarysewell.com

If you are looking for a local care home
“Where your Future Matters”

Look no further than
Priory Court in Ewell Village, Epsom

Please feel welcome to visit anytime or call to speak to
one of our friendly team to discuss your care needs

Tel: 020 8393 0137
www.futurecaregroup.com

Improving homes inside and out

Oakdene Home Services
Home Maintenance

Painting & Decorating, Gardening & General DIY

Roger Phillips

TELEPHONE: 07831 663 323
EMAIL:  oakdenehomeservices@gmail.com

ST. MARY’S ON-LINE QUIZZES
We hold on-line quizzes using Zoom on Wednesday
evenings. These have proved very popular and are fun
for all the family, so why not join us? Our next quiz will
be on Wednesday 10 November.
You need to register for each quiz using links provided
in the Weekly Notes, St Mary’s weekly email to our
main mailing list and on Facebook. For more details
please email zoom@stmarysewell.com

Calendar for
November

Th  4  1000 St Mary’s Toddler Group (Hall)
S  7  3rd BEFORE ADVENT
   (CLIMATE SUNDAY)
    0930 Children’s Hour (Hall/Church)
   0930 Sung Eucharist
   1100 St Mary’s Tots
T  9  1000 Holy Communion (said at Side Chapel)
   1305 Lunchtime Bach Organ Recital
W  10  2000 Quiz on Zoom
Th 11  1000 St Mary’s Toddler Group (Hall)
S  14  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
   0900 Said Eucharist
   1030 Wreath laying at War Memorial followed
  by Choral Mattins Remembrance service
   1600 St Mary’s Kids (on Facebook)
M 15  2000 Julian Group (on Zoom)
Th 18  1000 St Mary’s Toddler Group (Hall)
   1445 Bereavement Café (Hall)
Sa  20  1430 Recital - Simon Gregory’s Film Afternoon
   1630 First Communion Class (Hall)
S  21  CHRIST THE KING
   0930 Children’s Hour (Hall/Church)
   0930 Sung Eucharist
   1100 St Mary’s Tots
   1730 Choral Evensong
S  28  ADVENT SUNDAY
   0930 Children’s Hour (Hall/Church)
   0930 Sung Eucharist
   1100 St Mary’s Kidz (on Facebook)
   1115 Morning Prayer & Holy Baptism
   1730 Advent Carol Service


