
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sung Eucharist  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SEASON OF ADVENT 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Christian year begins on the First Sunday of Advent.   
 
Advent is about preparing for the Lord’s coming – not just in 
remembrance of his birth at Bethlehem, but in anticipation of his 
second coming at the end of time.  Therefore, the primary themes 
are waiting with longing and also judgement.  This is why it is a 
penitential season and is represented with the liturgical colour 
purple - but it is also a season filled with hope, expectancy and joy. 
 
As we await Christ, the Light of the World, we cannot fail to be 
mindful of the powers of darkness so evident in our world today.  
We are drawn to confront the reality of all God’s beloved children 
who live with poverty, injustice, violence and oppression.  We 
ponder, too, our own inner darkness and realise that we stand in 
solidarity with all who are in need of the Light and Peace of Christ.  
As we yearn for salvation and cry to God to set us free, we are 
challenged to reach out to our brothers and sisters in need. 
 
In many ways the season of Advent conflicts with the reality of our 
own preparations for Christmas.  We are so often caught up in the 
frantic round of shopping, Christmas trees, cards, decorations, and 
social events that we reach Christmas Day almost too exhausted to 
celebrate with real joy the Saviour’s birth.   
 
Let us, this Advent, spend some quiet time of reflection as we 
realise our real need – the desire that our hearts will be filled with 
the transforming, healing and tender love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 

  



 The Gathering  
 

In the name of the Father,   
and of the + Son,   
and of the Holy Spirit.    

All     Amen.    
  

The Lord be with you    
All   and also with you.    

 

  
 
 

Hymn         
  
 
 
  

 Prayer of Preparation 
 
 

All Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,   
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:   
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts   
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,   
and worthily magnify your holy name;   
through Christ our Lord.   
Amen.    
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

 When the Lord comes, 
 he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
 and he will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
 Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.     1 Cor.4.5 

          
 



All Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 

 in what we have thought, in what we have said and done, 
 through ignorance, through weakness, 
 through our own deliberate fault. 
 We have wounded your love, 
 and marred your image in us. 
 We are sorry and ashamed  

and repent of all our sins. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 who died for us, forgive us all that is past; 
 and lead us out from darkness 
 to walk as children of light.  Amen. 
 
The priest gives the absolution  
 

May the God of love 
 bring you back to himself, 
 forgive you your sins, 
 and assure you of his eternal love 
 in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 
 
 
The choir will sing the Kyrie 
 

  Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
    

 

The Collect   
The priest prays the Collect for the Day 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading 

At the end: 

 This is the word of the Lord 
All Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Reading 
 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At the end: 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon  
  
 

The Creed  
 

 

All We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 



We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession  

   

Let us with confidence present our prayers and supplications 
to the throne of grace. 
 

These responses may be used: 
 
    Lord, in your mercy or   Lord, hear us. 
All          hear our prayer.                              Lord, graciously hear us.  
 

and at the end 
 

Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
   

The Peace  
 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  Luke 1.78-79 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 



At this point in the service there would normally be a collection. You can 
support the work of St Mary’s by online giving—see our website—or by 
text. Text EWELL 5 to 70085 to donate £5. Texts cost your donation plus 
one standard rate message. Change the 5 to the amount you’d like to give, 
up to EWELL 20 to give £20. Thank you. 
 
Hymn   
    

  Prayer at the Preparation of the Table 
 

  Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; 
draw us from hatred to love; 
make the frailty of our praise 
a dwelling place for your glory.   

All Amen. 

  
The Eucharistic Prayer  

  
The Lord is here.  

All         His Spirit is with us.  
 

Lift up your hearts.   
All          We lift them to the Lord.   
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All       It is right to give thanks and praise.  

From First Sunday of Advent until 16 December 

It is indeed right and good  
to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For when he humbled himself  
to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed  
before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 



Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices  
with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory, 
for ever praising you and singing:    

The Choir will sing the Sanctus and Benedictus 
 

From 17 December until Christmas Eve 
 

 It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise 
 almighty God and everlasting Father, 
 through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 He is the one foretold by all the prophets, 
 whom the Virgin Mother bore with love beyond all telling. 

John the Baptist was his herald 
and made him known when at last he came. 
In his love Christ fills us with joy as we prepare  
to celebrate his birth, so that when he comes again  
he may find us watching in prayer,  
our hearts filled with wonder and praise. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your glory, 
and join in their unending hymn of praise: 
 
  

The Choir will sing the Sanctus & Benedictus  
 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 



We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends  
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them, and said: 
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did. 
In him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith 
All Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again. 
 

 Lord of all life,  
 help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes 
 and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people,  
gather us in your loving arms 

 and bring us with The Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints 
 to feast at your table in heaven. 
 



 Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
 for ever and ever. 
All Amen. 

  

The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us  
  

All        Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;   
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 

Breaking of the Bread  
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

All        Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.  
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God  
who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.  

All        Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.  
 

The body and blood of Christ. 
All        Amen. 



The Choir will sing the Agnus Dei 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,   
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace.  
 
 

Giving of Communion  
 
Those taking part virtually are invited to join in an act of spiritual 
communion, using the words of this prayer:  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day.    
Amen.   
 

 
Prayers after Communion  

 
The priest prays the Prayer After Communion 
after which we all pray together: 
 
All        Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory.  
Amen.  



Lighting of the Advent Candle and Notices 
 
Hymn  
 
 

 The Dismissal   
 

Acclamation 
 With love and compassion, 
All come, Lord Jesus. 

 With judgement and mercy, 
All come, Lord Jesus. 

  In power and glory, 
All come, Lord Jesus. 

 In wisdom and truth, 
All come, Lord Jesus. 
 

The Blessing 
  
 Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
 scatter the darkness from before your path, 
 and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory, 

and the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you, and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 
 
 As we await our coming Saviour, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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